
 

1 

 

 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

  

Sharing the Light of Jesus Christ  Stewardship Letter 
 
Dear members of Zion Lutheran Church, 
 
Thanks to your faithful support, Zion has been able to meet its financial obligations thus far this 
year. The summer slump affected us, though.  Our savings have dwindled to a worrisome 
level, but we trust offerings will increase in the final quarter of the year.  
 
There have been some improvements to our buildings and grounds, most notably the parking 
lot resurfacing. We have had to spend a few thousand unplanned dollars on vandalism and 
theft losses, and some security upgrades. While the Endowment proceeds have helped defray 
some costs, the general fund has taken some hits. On a brighter note, our adult education, 
VBS and arts classes continue to be popular and well attended. Our budget supports these 
fun and important programs. 
 
For the continued success and expansion of our ministry at Zion, the Stewardship Committee 
is asking each member to at least continue their current level of giving throughout 2019, but 
prayerfully to consider increasing support by 3% to 5%, to keep our savings intact in the 
background of increases in utility and insurance costs. Only with the dedicated participation 
of every member can Zion Lutheran Church continue to Spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More specific information 
about our programs and 
financial picture will be 
provided during services on 
November 4, 11, and 18.  
 
Members will be asked to fill 
out a Giving Plan form, like the 
one here, and turn it in by 
December 2nd, to help the 
council set a budget for  
next year. 
 
The Stewardship Committee, 
Dan Terry and Jim Dyke 
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Pastor’s Letter 
 
Grace and peace to you all, 
 

It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas are upon us 
again! Two years ago, my family and I came to ZLC at the beginning of 
Advent. I am so happy to celebrate being here at Zion with all of you for yet 
another fulfilling year.  
 

As we enter into this season, now so often characterized by want and excess, I hope each of us will 
reflect and intentionally take time to focus and worship the one whom we celebrate during this time 
of year - Jesus - God with us! I hope we all might take time to consider ways in which each of us 
can be a good and loving neighbor to those around us, to give and sacrifice for others, as Christ did 
for us.  
 
This is also a great time of year to share our faith in Jesus, what he is doing in and through us for 
the world, with our friends, family, and neighbors. Perhaps invite them to worship with us during the 
Advent/Christmas season – there are many opportunities for this! 
 
In November, we will finish our adult education class on the Background of the New Testament. We 
will shift our attention to look at American Evangelicalism. My hope is that this might give you an 
understanding of who these evangelicals are and how the movement functions in our contemporary 
American religious context and society. We will look at their history, core evangelical beliefs and 
commitments; with a focus on current issues. The goal is to help us better understand this large 
segment of America’s religious population. 
 
Please make sure you continue check out the announcements in the bulletin insert, on the kiosk in 
the Narthex, and follow the calendar on our website as there are many things happening at Zion this 
time of year. We will be distributing a guide to all of the things happening for Advent and Christmas 
in mid-November. 
 
It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High, proclaiming your love in 
the morning and your faithfulness at night, for you make me glad by your deeds, Lord; I sing for joy 
at what your hands have done. How great are your works, Lord, how profound your thoughts! 
(Psalm 92:1-2,4-5) 
 
Peace to you all, 
Pastor Ryan 
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  Congregation Birthday’s  
 
Beverly Kosel  11/3 
Deborah Griffin  11/3 
Dirk Hooton  11/6 
Kitty Hlavacek  11/7 
Bill Crawford  11/7 
Joyce Morken  11/8 
Burke Wallace  11/8 
Miranda Bolt  11/13 
Dan Terry   11/16 
Karen Messersmith 11/17 
Alex Hlavacek  11/24 
LaVerne Gondry  11/25 
Dave Schroeder  11/25 
Tina Carr   11/26 
Irene Stolberg  11/27 
JoAnn Steele  11/30 
John Sefried  12/6 
Joanne Olsen  12/8 
Marcia Sizemore  12/21 
Nancy Turnrose  12/22 
Traci Carr   12/24 
Tom Rasmussen  12/27 
Jodi Landa   12/29 
Justine Bolt  12/30 
Art Kinney   12/31 
 
 
  
 

Congregation Anniversaries 
 

Dianne & Jerry Hooton  11/2 
Jan & Robert   12/1 
Kitty & Alex Hlavacek  12/2 
Elaine & George Schilling  12/31 
Elaine & Bill Werner  12/15 
Jane & Tom Rasmussen  12/19 
Ron & Doreen Spohn  12/19 
Karen & Martin Messersmith 12/19 
  

President’s Message  
 
The women of Zion went to our Women’s Retreat at Twain Harte 
on the weekend of October 19-21. The topic was; “Why Not 
Become Fire”. The retreat building has been remodeled and the 
weather was wonderful. The fellowship and the atmosphere were 
great. The women have been going to Eagle’s Rest for at least 14 
years.  
 
In January we are having a congregational meeting on January 
27, 2019 immediately after the service. We will be asked to 
approve the budget of 2019, elect a nominating committee, and 
conduct a second vote or constitution changes. We need a 
quorum of 50 members. It is necessary that you attend. 
 
Vaness Kuhlmann 
Council President 
____________________________________________________ 
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Property Report 
 
On September 8th we had our most recent property work day. Thank you to Tom, Tom, and 
John for attending and doing good work to help upkeep our property. We focused on trimming 
the trees around our property and getting ready for our Rally Day which was a great success the 
next day.  
 
The Fall is one of the busy times for our external property. It takes a lot of effort to clean up all 
the fallen leaves, clean the gutters, and trim back our plants for the winter. Because of that and 
the potential of visitors during Advent, we have scheduled two property work days.  November 
10 and December 8 @ 8:30 – 11am. Please plan on attending to do our year end upkeep. 
Here are some highlights of accomplishments over the past few months: 
 

1. The gate on the back (east) side of Grace Hall was moved forward so that the entire 
backside of our property is now behind a locked fence to keep unwanted guests out.   

2. Additional security measures have been added to our external doors. The nursey and 
bible study room deadbolts have been repaired so if you use those rooms please 
make sure the deadbolt is locked (the knob should be pointing to the left).  

3. The Sanctuary computer, which was stolen during a break in, was replaced. Thanks to 
David and Chris for working on that project.  

4. The sprinkler system has been fixed which is why our lawn is looking so good  
5. A new banner was installed on the corner of our property.  
 

Recently there have been some car break-ins in our parking lot and the surrounding 
neighborhood. Lincoln Presbyterian is experiencing the same problem. Please be diligent to 
keep valuables out of sight and make sure your car is locked. As a reminder, if you are the last 
one to leave, please make sure you set the alarm and lock the doors and parking lot gates. Staff 
are arriving in the mornings to find buildings unarmed. These steps help to keep our property 
secure. 
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Worship Committee 
 

Looking for opportunities to become more involved at Zion? Have you ever thought about being an 
assisting minister or communion assistant? Is singing your thing? Do you have ideas for decorating? 
How about something behind the scenes? The Worship and Music team at Zion is always ready to 
welcome volunteers.  
 
No great time commitment is expected and there is lots of room for flexibility. Lay Assistants read the 
scriptures, prayers, and help the pastor serve communion, following a detailed leader’s guide.  Ushers, 
not so much front and center - are they “back” and center? - are equally important in helping to make 
our services flow smoothly. People on Altar Guild (great for a couple, or we’ll find you a partner) set up 
communion or change paraments. The candles in the prayer corner need to be checked. These tasks 
usually take less than a half hour, with some commitments being every week for 3 or 4 months out of 
the year, or maybe just once a month with others. Most are on a rotating basis and changes and trades 
are easy to make.  
 
The choir can always use more voices, and if you don’t read music, there are plenty of people who can 
help you. Practice is from 7 to 8 on Wednesday evenings, with a warm up on Sunday morning at 8:30. 
Or perhaps you play an instrument and would like to share your gift during the offering.  
 
Advent, Christmas, Lent or Easter and other festival days offer special opportunities for expressing 
your creative side in helping to decorate the sanctuary or set up a special display in the narthex area. 
We are always looking for new ideas. 

 
Some of these jobs (obviously) take place on Sunday mornings, before, during, or after the service, 
while others can be arranged for at your convenience during the week or on a Saturday. Think about it. 
Pray about it. And then talk to one of us to see how you can join in. 

 
The Worship and Music Committee, Pastor Ryan, Rhondda, Dianne, Dee, Tom and Lynne 
 

 

  

 

 

Poinsettia Order Form 
If you would like to share a Poinsettia plant with the congregation for the Christmas season, you may do so by  
filling out the form below and placing it in the offering plate during Sunday Worship Service or by dropping it off  
at the church office.  
To cover the cost of purchasing each plant you order, the suggested donation is $10.00. Your  donation may be paid 
by cash or check. Please place your donation in an offering envelope and mark the outside of the envelope 
“Poinsettia”.  The plant may be given in memory of your deceased loved ones or in honor of someone living. You may 
pick up your plant at the conclusion of the December 30st Worship service.  
 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 16th, 2018  
————————————–Poinsettia Order Form——————————— 
 

Name             
 
 
In Memory of            
 
             
 
Honoring            
 
             
 
 
Number of plants________________ X $10.00          Total enclosed____________________ 
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For the Sake of Art  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES 

The end of summer brings many seasonal changes at Zion, and the FTOSA (For The Sake Of Art) 
outreach ministry is no exception.  
 
The month of September witnessed the resuming of our weekly children’s and monthly adult 
classes, as well as our annual FTSOA Art & Wine Show fund-raiser. This year’s event was a great 
success, with more attendees, various forms of art and artists, and new for this year’s event, a 
classic car show. There was also great food, and a surprise for us on the ministry committee, a third 
winery (Watt’s Winery) joined us for wine tasting at the event. The planning committee worked so 
hard on this fund raiser, and with the hard work of everyone involved, it was a success.  
 
There were many involved in this year’s event that I’d like to thank, starting with the members of the 
Ministry team: Brenda DeRoos, Connie Crawford, Jane Rasmussen, Lynne Terry, Sharyn Carr and 
Patti Kennedy for all of their hard work. I also want to thank Bill and Connie Crawford for once again 
opening up their beautiful home and property for us to have the event at – it was the perfect setting 
to display the art and cars we had on display. Next I need to thank Omega Vineyards Winery, 
Jesse’s Grove Winery and Watt’s Winery for the wine tastings they provided. The members of the 
American Steel Car Club of Lodi, California had about a dozen classic cars on display in front of the 
house, and it was a nice addition to the fund-raiser. A big thanks to Jeff Stiffler and his band Jeff 
and the D.A. Entourage, who played a great selection of classic rock music. They got so many 
compliments on their performance. We are looking forward to having both American Steel and Jeff 
and the D.A. Entourage returning for next year’s event. 
We also want to thank all of the artists that showed work at the event: Hiede Stover, Amy Spohn, 
Anna Stiffler, Brenda DeRoos, Stephanie Hensley, Ann Pickering, Jane Rasmussen and Patti 
Kennedy. We would also like to thanks the kids and adults who attend our classes, many of whom 
had their works on display at the event. 
 
Others that helped that also deserve a big thanks are Elaine Werner for handling ticket and art 
sales, Tom Turnrose for helping with raffle ticket sales, the ‘guys’ (Bob Carr, Gary Mc Knight, 
Charlie Leberman, Tom Rasmussen, Gary Beckwith and Bill Crawford) for their help with the prep 
work before and after the event, as well as Lani, Mandy and Trinity for help with food prep and 
getting it out for everyone to enjoy. And thanks to everyone else that helped (that I may have 
forgotten to mention) for all of the assistance with the fund raiser. 
A big thanks to all of the students that attend our kid and adult classes. Your enjoyment of learning 
art is the reason we have this ministry. And finally, a HUGE thank you to everyone that attended this 
year’s show. Your support of our outreach ministry helps make what we do possible. 
 
Please be sure to look on the last page for photos of the event, and until the next issue, have a 
blessed and wonderful Fall Season.  
 
The FTSOA Committee, 
Chris, Sharyn, Connie, Lynne, Jan, Patti 
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By the time you read this, Pedro Landa, Aaron Thalmann, Jadon Stone, and Bobby Jeannetti 

will have completed their deployment, and will either be in route to the U.S. or back on U.S. soil.  

All four men have sent their thanks and appreciation the support we have given them and the 

455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron. A total of 47 boxes were sent during their six-

month deployment. THANK YOU!! 

The Friends of the Armed Forces has the opportunity to continue supporting the 455th 

Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron in Afghanistan. The goal is to mail 2 care packages per 

month, one for the AM shift and one for the PM shift. Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming 

soon…It would be fun to create special Thanksgiving and Christmas care packages again. More 

information will be published in the weekly bulletin. 

Sailor Matthew Best will be leaving in the near future, not for a deployment, but for a temporary 

duty assignment on San Clemente Island. Although this is just off the California coast, he will 

rarely be allowed to return to the mainland until his six-month assignment is completed.  A goal 

will be to send Matthew one or two care packages per month. 

Veteran’s Day is coming November 11th.  If you are a veteran, or have a veteran to add to our 

list, please let Pastor Ryan or Jodi know the name.  Remember, veterans are those that have 

served and been discharged from service. They may be alive or deceased. 

As always, thank you for your continued support! 

In His service, Jodi 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pictured (left to right) 
 Pedro Landa 
 Jadon Stone 
 Aaron Thalmann 

 

Aaron Thalmann 

Pedro Landa 

Jadon Stone 

Bobbie Jeannetti 
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Fall Music Festival 
 

Well folks, our first Fall music series concerts are done and in the books!  they were very special 
indeed and we'd like to thank all of those that participated and patronized the concerts. On 
Friday night, October 12th, we had our first joint composer-songwriter club concert. From the 
lilting sounds of Kitty Hlavacek's arrangement of "Wayfaring Stranger" every piece was different 
from the pieces before them with wonderful sounds of contrast. David Perry Molina, a talented 
would music guitarist, wowed with his flameco-latin inspired guitar music. Erik Urbina, the 
rockon' cellist,  played two compositions by Max Simoncic, "Chaos" and "clam" that were full of 
interesting orchestral textures and contrasting timbres. And....for a very special treat Simoncic 
improvised a new composition at the piano, made up of random pitches suggested by the 
audience. After he performed this piece he exclaimed:"I haven't done something like this in 
public in twenty years!" Though of us there to witness this enjoyed it immensely.  
The talented Zoe Rose and Melchor Sahagun sang original pieces in contrast to each other, and 
then all of us got together at the end of the concert to play my newest version of "Gotta Love 
your Sacramento Kings" and my other ode to northern Californian basketball "No Cows in 
Sight.' Enjoy some pics from the concert, we hope to see you all again soon! 
 
Blessings, Rhondda Nunes 
Music Director, Zion Lutheran Church 
 
Captions for photos, Group photo, from left to right: Kitty hlavacek, Zoe Rose, Max Simoncic, Melchor Sahagun III, 
Steve Douville, Rhondda Nunes, Erik Urbina, David Perry Molina. 
Photo 2: Kitty Hlavacek doing her solo. 
Photo 3: David Perry Molina on the guitar, 
photo 4: Max Simoncic improvising a piece at the piano,  
photo 5: Erik Urbina playing two solo pieces for the Cello composed by Max Simoncic.  
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Voices of Zion: Interview with Brenda DeRoos 
   
When did you first come to Zion? 
I came in 2010 because I was grieving. My father had just died. I found Zion through the 
Portsmen. My best friends were part of the Portsmen group and I came to Zion a few months 
before for one of their performances. I was on my way to run errands and couldn’t make it 
because I was so sad so I stopped by Zion to talk to a pastor and ended up coming that Sunday. 
  
What do you do? 
I am going to school to work towards my Associates in Science degree in Early Childhood 
Education. I will be completing it in December!  
  
What is your faith background? 
I was involved in the Missouri Synod Lutheran church as a child and would go off and on with 
my grandparents when I was a teenager. I grew up in a divorced household so my late 
childhood years didn’t have a lot of faith exposure. In high school I got involved in campus life 
which is a Christian outreach where a pastor comes to a local high school and talks to students.  
  
Do you have a favorite Hymn or Bible story? 
With everything that went on with Chris’ health, one of our favorite stories is the book of Job. He 
had all these bad things happen to him and all these tests and he still kept his faith in God. 
Despite all that went on, we kept faith and so relate to that story.  
  
What has kept you coming to Zion?  
My favorite part is choir. Getting up and singing and feeling God around us. What keeps us 
coming is the community? This is our family. Everyone has been supportive and helpful to us.  
  
What has changed at Zion over the years? 
Faces. When we first started coming there were a few families that were coming. Now the faces 
are more familiar but some of the new people that have come, are younger. It is nice to see.  
  
How are you involved at Zion? 
I am involved with the choir. I help out with For the Sake of Art. I am the type of person that is 
willing to step in and help out if someone needs help.  
  
Do you have a favorite story/memory during your time at Zion? 
My favorite memory is the painting of the mural on the chancel. Seeing the gentlemen paint 
during the service was amazing to see.  
  
How did you pick the pew you sit in each week?  
We have moved pews three times in our time here. When we first started we were in the back 
because we were new and wanted to observe. For about six years we sat four pews back 
because Chris could see the screen better. Now I sit wherever as long as I’m close to friends! 
  
What would you say to a new visitor coming to Zion for the first time? 
I hope you enjoy yourself and that you feel comfortable. We love seeing new faces and I hope 
you come back. I would take them by the hand and show them around.  
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Serving In Worship 
 
November 4 
Assisting Minister  Phil Spohn 
Communion Assistant  Sharyn Carr 
Usher    Bob Carr 
Usher    Pete Lepisto 
 
November 11   
Assisting Minister  Lynne Terry 
Communion Assistant  Jan Stuber 
Usher    Gary McKnight 
Usher    Norm Randolph 
  
November 18 
Assisting Minister  Dianne Hooton 
Communion Assistant  Judi Renberg 
Usher    Jerry Hooton 
Usher    Burke Wallace 
 
November 21   At St. Anne’s 
Assisting Minister   Burke Wallace 
  
November 25 
Assisting Minister   Tom Rasmussen 
Communion Assistant  Jane Rasmussen 
Usher    Elaine Werner 
Usher    Bill Werner 
 
December 2 
Assisting Minister  Bill Crawford 
Communion Assistant  Connie Crawford 
Usher    Norm Randolph 
Usher    Charlie Leberman 
 
December 9 
Assisting Minister   Deborah Griffin 
Communion Assistant  Joyce Morken 
Usher    Shirley Montgomery 
Usher    LaVerne Gondry 
  
December 16 
Assisting Minister  Phil Spohn 
Communion Assistant  Sharyn Carr 
Usher    Bob Carr 
Usher    Pete Lepisto 
 
December 23 
Assisting Minister  Dianne Hooton 
Communion Assistant  Judi Renberg 
Usher    Jerry Hooton 
Usher    Gary McKnight 
 
December 24 (5:00pm) 
Assisting Minister  Tom Rasmussen 
Communion Assistant  Jane Rasmussen 
Usher    Tom Turnrose 
Usher    Burke Wallace 
 
December 25  

TBD 
 
December 31 
Communion Assistant  Dan Terry 
Assisting Minister  Lynne Terry  
Usher    Elaine Werner 
Usher    Bill Werner 
 

November/December Calendar 
 

Weekly Activities: 
Sunday 
8:15am Cantor/Choir Practice 
9:00am Adult Education 
10:00am Sunday Worship  
Monday 
11:00am Banjo Practice 
4-5:30pm FTSOA-Kids 
7:00pm Prayer Group (second & fourth Monday) 
Tuesday 
7:00pm  Bible Study 
11:00am Esther’s Circle (fourth Tuesday) 
Wednesday 
6:30pm Midweek Worship 
7:00pm Choir Practice 
Thursday 
7:00am Men’s Breakfast 
12:00pm Primetimers (first Thursday of month) 
Saturday 
10:00am FTSOA-Adults (first Saturday of month) 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 
November 4: End of Day Light Savings  
Remember to turn your clocks back this morning. 
 
11/18: Pie Sale 
Please join us after church for a Thanksgiving pie sale. There 
will be a sign-up sheet if you wish to donate a pie (pie tins will be 
provided). Proceeds will go to support the “Friends of the Armed 
Forces” care packages. 
 
11/21: Thanksgiving Eve Service  
Join us at 7:00pm for a joint Thanksgiving service at St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church 
 
12/2: Advent Festival/Cookie Exchange 
Please join us after church in the Fireside Room for food, cider, 
advent crafts & more to kick off our celebration of Advent. 
 
12/ 5- Soup Supper/Taize Worship  
6:00pm   
Soup Supper provided by Fellowship committee 
12-7:00pm   Lessons and Carrols, refreshments 
following the service in the Narthex. 
12/19-6pm  Soup Supper provided by the Choir 
12/24-5:00pm Christmas Eve Service 
12/24-9:00pm Christmas Eve Service at St. Anne’s 
12/25-9:00am Christmas Service 
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808 W. Porter Ave. Stockton, CA 95207 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-1pm 
www.zlcstockton.org 
209-477-0259 Fax 209-477-0407 
office@zlcstockton.org 
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