Zion Lutheran Church
September & October Newsletter

Vacation Bible School
July 17, 18 and 19, Zion's campus was full
of energy with 17 children participating in
the Polar Blast Where Jesus' Love is Cool
2018 Vacation Bible School at Zion, along
with St Anne's. Twenty-four adult
volunteers dedicated their time preparing
days before so children could receive the
message that God's Love is always with
them. The children heard Bible stories,
played games, made crafts projects,
enjoyed cool snacks, sang, danced and
watched some fun drama performances!
We managed to successfully pack all that
energy into 3 fun filled days. Thank you to
the families who registered your children.
Thanks to those of you who devoted your
time and energy to sharing and spreading
God's never-ending Love to the children.
Sincerely, Doreen Spohn
2018 V.B.S Director

1

Pastor’s Letter
Grace and peace to you all,
It is always exciting when we transition from the summer months into the
more regular and hectic schedule of the fall. On September 2, we will be
worshiping with our friends at the Episcopal Church of St. Anne’s at 9:00am.
We will be worshiping with them at St. Anne’s located at: 1020 W Lincoln Rd.
Remember to mark this date in your calendrer and plan on joining us for
worship!
On September 9, we return to our non-summer schedule including Wednesday night worship
and choir practice, Adult Education, and 10:00am worship on Sunday Mornings. We will
celebrate the beginning of our programmatic year with a traditional Rally Day Picnic Potluck in
the courtyard to kick of the start of the year! I encourage everyone to take the postcard
provided in the narthex and send an invite to Rally Day to someone that we have not seen
around ZLC in a while.
Our first topic in Adult Education this fall will be a look at the background of the New
Testament. Have you ever turned the page from the Old to the New Testament and wondered
where Pharisees and Sadducees came from? Who were they? What is all the talk about the
Messiah? Where did ideas about Heaven and Hell come from? When did Rome take over? We
will look at the 400-year time period between the narratives of the Testaments to provide a
helpful new framework for reading, hearing, and understanding the New Testament. If you
have not joined us recently for our Adult Education time I encourage you to try one of our
classes this fall.
Please make sure you check out the announcements in the bulletin insert, check out the kiosk
in the Narthex, and follow the calendar on our website as there are many things happening at
Zion over the coming months. We have quite a bit going on at ZLC this fall.
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us
come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. Come, let us bow down
in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of
his pasture, the flock under his care. (Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7)
Peace to you all,
Pastor Ryan
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Congregation
Birthday’s
9/3 Lee Springer
9/4 Sally McKnight
9/4 Edward Sizemore
9/5 Beverly Randolph
9/12 Rhondda Nunes
9/14 Vaness Kuhlmann
9/15 Jasmine Pei
9/16 Norm Randolph
9/18 James Dyke
9/27 Kelley Guest
9/28 Lawrence Cox
9/30 Beverly Rosencutter
10/1 Leon Eikenbary
Wallace
10/4 Paul Stolberg
10/8 Konrad Rohlf
10/10 Linda Lee
10/10 Justin Renberg
10/14 Alida Popuch
11/4 Margaret Guzman
10/15 Ron Spohn

Congregation
Anniversaries
9/2 Karen & Tony Cayuela
9/9 Sharyn & Bob Carr
9/17 Linda & Robert Lee
10/9 Bev & Norm Randolph
10/28 Lani & Charles
Leberman

For The Sake Of Art
With the Summer winding down and Fall just around the corner, we
have lots of great things coming up with the FTSOA Ministry.
Our Adult classes resume Saturday, September 8 th at 10:00 a.m. We
usually have the adult class on the first Saturday of the month, but
because of the Labor Day weekend, we have decided to move the
September class back one week. Then on Monday September 10 th, our
kids classes (for grades 1-8) resume on Monday afternoons from 4:005:30 p.m. All classes are held in Grace Hall, and all are welcome to join
us for these free art classes.
Then on Saturday September 22nd, we will have our annual FTSOA Art
& Wine Show. This fund-raiser is a great opportunity to not only see
some of the art that our students have done, but also to see works done
by area artists in a wide variety of mediums. This year’s event will also
have classic cars on display from the American Steel Car Club in Lodi,
as well as wine tastings, live music, raffle prizes and a ‘cork pull’. The
proceeds from this event fund the supplies and guest artists for this
outreach ministry, and buying tickets and attending this event is a great
way to show your support. Because alcohol is being served at the event,
attendees must be 21 or older to attend.
Tickets are $30.00 per person ($15.00 for parents of students of the
program). For more information or to purchase tickets, please call the
church office at (209)477-0259 or Christopher DeRoos at (209)9153208.
Until next time, may you all be blessed.
Christopher DeRoos
For The Sake Of Art Ministry
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Voices of Zion Interview with Kitty Hlavacek
When did you first come to Zion?
Music director Rhondda Nunes brought me a couple of years ago. I was complaining that I had
no outlet for music and she told me Zion had a good music program and got me involved. Eric
dragged me up on stage to cantor my first time. I was baptized under Pastor Rick.
What do you do or did you do if you’re retired?
I am a Teacher’s Aide for San Joaquin County special education program.
What is your faith background?
It is all over the place. When I was younger I didn’t believe in anything then I started going to an
Episcopalian church and had a bad experience which made me stop going for a long time. I then
dabbled in some other religions and philosophies including agnosticism. I never felt welcomed at
a church until I came to Zion.
Do you have a favorite Hymn or Bible story?
My favorite hymn is the “Dance of the Trinity” and the communion hymn “Taste and See”. One of
my favorite Bible stories is Cain and Able in the book of Genesis.
What has kept you coming to Zion?
I keep coming back because the community is welcoming; I have friends here now and I am
currently going to the new member class with Pastor Ryan.
What has changed at Zion over the years?
I haven’t noticed a whole lot of massive changes in my time, just different people coming and
going.
How are you involved at Zion?
I do the cantering and every once and awhile help Alex clean up.
Do you have a favorite story/memory during your time at Zion?
I really liked doing the music class for the kids during Explorers Club on Wednesdays
How did you pick the pew you sit in each week?
I like the front pew so I don’t get distracted and it’s close to the stage.
What would you say to a new visitor coming to Zion for the first time?
I get nervous around new people. Welcome to Zion. I hope you come back. We’re cool!

Written by Burke Wallace
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Property Update
We have made many improvements to campus over the past few months, the biggest being the
repaving of our parking lot! Helping to upkeep the church ground reminds me of Colossians 3:23
“Whatever you do, work at
it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” Be it counting the offering,
organizing the kitchen, making a quilt, or trimming bushes, all of us can work for the Lord with our time
and talents.
During July we had numerous break-ins to the church. Consequently, we've focused on making the
church property more secure. The alarm system in the sanctuary has been fixed, broken windows were
replaced, security cameras have been added to the property, the parking lot gates are now locked at
night, landscaping was trimmed to improve sight lines and allow greater light to shine on the campus in
the evenings. Also, additional locks have been added to our external doors. Our external lighting
continues to get broken when we replace the bulbs.
Key upcoming projects are to cut back the shrubbery on the sides of the sanctuary to reduce the ability
for people to hide/sleep behind them while
on our property, and moving the gate on the east side of Grace hall forward, towards Porter Ave. This
will protect that side of our property from people camping out and creating graffiti.
If you are the last one leaving the church campus (on any day except Tuesday) please make sure all
doors are locked and the parking lot gates are shut and the locks are secure around the gates. You
must spin the combination lock to scramble the code. Tug the lock to ensure it cannot be opened
without the correct code. Locking these gates has greatly decreased the amount of trash on our
campus. The front parking lot and street parking are always available. Together we can all help to keep
our campus safe.
Our next two quarterly church work days are Saturday Sept 8 and Saturday Nov 10, from 8:30 - 11am.
Please plan to come to campus that day to help with landscaping. We have a big property for our size
congregation and more than a couple people are needed to properly keep it up. Find a project to work
on or ask Burke for ideas. We still need people to adopt a section of the Zion landscaping to upkeep
throughout the year. Maps with available sections of landscaping are posted in the foyer and the church
office. Burke Wallace

Prayer Corner
The beautiful prayer vine that was installed last February
has been well received, with many people offering prayers
there each week. The process of using it needs a bit of
refinement however.
After you have taken a long match and lit it from the large
center candle, step to one side or the other to light the small
individual candles. If the candle doesn’t light easily, try
another candle. Then put the burnt end of the match into
one of the sand-filled vases on either side, and take several
steps back to have an unhurried and more private moment
of prayer.
Worshippers have been lighting the candles after they have
received communion, but you might want to visit the prayer
corner as you come into the church.
Lynne Terry
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*CHURCH COUNCIL
President
Vaness Kuhlmann
Vice President
Dianne Hooton
Treasurer
Elaine Werner
Secretary
Cynthia Guest
At Large
Stephanie Hensley
Gary McKnight
Norm Randolph
MINISTRIES
Property Committee
Ryan Eikenbary
Burke Wallace
Stephanie Hensley
Chris DeRoos
Alex Hlavecek
Jerry Hooton
Fellowship
Mission & Outreach
Tom Turnrose
Endowment
Karen Olsen
LaVerne gondry
John Pulver
Bill Crawford
Tom Rasmussen

ZLC at the Stockton Ports
This past Saturday, 26 of us joined with other churches in the area to attend
"Faith Night at the Ports". Though the Ports lost, we got to hear our name
announced and shown on the jumbotron. A fun time was had by all,
especially the kids who consumed all types of sugar!

Friends of the Armed
Forces
Jodi Landa
Audit Committee
LaVerne Gondry
Jim Dyke
Jan Stuber
Stewardship
Jim Dyke

Women’s Retreat
It is that time again for the Women’s Retreat being held this
year, October 19-21 at Eagle’s Rest in Twain Harte.
The presenter will be Caroline Henshaw. The theme will be “Be
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Serving September/October
September 2
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

9:00am am St Anne’s

September 9
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Return to 10:00am Worship
Phil Spohn
Joyce Morken
Bill Werner
Elaine Werner

September 16
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Tom Rasmussen
Jane Rasmussen
Shirley Montgomery
LaVerne Gondry

September 23
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Lynne Tery
Sharyn Carr
Bob Carr
Burke Wallace

September 30
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher
October 7
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher
October 14
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Fri

The
shi
me
arti
sen
box
cos
cos
Bo
goo
me

Dianne Hooton

The
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Deborah Griffin
Judi Renberg
Pete Lepisto
Norm Randolph
Dianne Hooton
Brenda DeRoos or Jan Stuber
Jerry Hooton
Gary McKnight
Dan Terry
Nancy Turnrose
Tom Turnrose
Charlie Leberman

October 21
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Bill Crawford
Connie Crawford
Shirley Montgomery
LaVerne Gondry

October 28
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Usher
Usher

Deborah Griffin
Joyce Morken
Bill Werner
Elaine Werner
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808 W. Porter Ave. Stockton, CA 95207
Sunday Worship 9:00 am
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-1pm
www.zlcstockton.org
209-477-0259 Fax 209-477-0407
office@zlcstockton.org

ZION’S STAFF
Pastor:
Ryan Eikenbary
Music Director:
Rhondda Nunes
Office Administrator:
Genevieve Galli
office@zlcstockton.org
Custodian:
Alex Hlavacek

September/October
You can find us on the web at:
www.zlcstockton.org
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