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Zion Lutheran Church Newsletter  

January/February 2018 

The Spirit of Zion 

The Spirit of Zion 

Message from Council President 
Congregational Meeting- February 4, 2018 
 
It is the time once more for a congregational meeting. The  
next one will be held at the end of the church service on  
February 4, 2018. The week before the meeting the agenda, the minutes for the last 
meeting and the budget for 2018 will be given to  
members at the end of the church service. 
 
At the meeting we will elect four members from the congregation to join two members  
of the council on the nominating committee. We will also approve the budget for the 
next year.   
On January 7 at the adult education class a group from Family Promise will explain a 
program being considered for homeless families. This program will be voted on at the 
congregational meeting. 
It is important that members vote on these items so please set aside February 4 for 
your attendance. If you have questions please contact me at 473-3001. 
 
Thank You, Vaness Kuhlmann Congregational President. 
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Pastor Ryan Eikenbary  

Grace and peace to you all, 
 
I hope this letter finds you all having had a very Merry Christmas and happy start to this 
new year! I am excited to enter into our second year together and look forward  
to all that we will do in worship and service to our God in 2018. 
 
We had a wonderful Advent and Christmas season with wonderful music, worship,  
and celebration. Thanks to all who helped make our Advent festival, Lessons & Carols 
service, and so many other events happen. And thanks to our youngest members  
who told us the story of the birth of Jesus so well at their Christmas Eve pageant – well 
done! 
 
In our adult education time, we are currently studying the Book of Genesis, which is the 
starting place of the Christian story. It contains foundational stories of creation, sin, human 
brokenness, and the beginning of God’s work to make the world a just and whole place 
again. If you have never come to adult education, or perhaps have not been in a while, I 
encourage you to join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the  
Fireside Room. 
 
One of the things we discussed about prayer in the sermons during Advent, is that to pray, 
we need to understand who God is and who we are in relationship to God. One of the 
main ways we learn this is through reading the Bible. In light of this I have placed cards on 
the table in the narthex with a reading plan to read through the Bible in a year. I encourage 
you to take one of these book cards and commit yourself to reading through the scriptures 
this year. While reading Bible may seem like a huge and onerous task, when you break it 
up into small daily reading it is very doable.  
 
“Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that sinners 
tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, 
they meditate day and night.” Psalm 1:1-3 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Ryan 
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Music Director  

From the desk of the Zion Lutheran Music Director, Rhondda Nunes 
 
Hi everyone it's time for the Zion Lutheran Chamber Music Festival and there's a  
call for interested vocalists to sing in the Zion Pops choir, directed by Maestro 
Paul Kimball. Here's the details for all of you from Maestro Kimball: 
 
Zion Pops Choir 2018!!!!!!! 
 
The Zion Pops Choir (formerly the Saint John’s Pops Choir) is a once a year  
concert filled with community members that love to sing. It is part of a three concert 
festival. The other two concerts are professional classical orchestra concerts 
 performed by the Zion Chamber Orchestra (formerly the Saint John’s Chamber 
 Orchestra). Included in this letter is a promo for the whole series! 
 
Our theme this year is An Evening of Leonard Bernstein and Friends. We will be do-
ing a twenty minute medley from West Side Story, Make our Garden Grow from Can-
dide, Tom Coyan will be our pianist. 
 
If you are interested in singing, send me your name and your voice part. Facebook or 
PKSTJohns@aol.com will work. Feel free to send this letter to any good singers that 
may want to sing. Let me know your voice part. (soprano etc.) 
 
You will be responsible for purchasing your own music. 
Call Pepper Music at 1-800-345-6296 – to order by phone. The total cost including 
shipping is about $20.43 . 
 
Order: West Side Story – (Choral Suite) 10310022 
Make Our Garden Grow – 1577113 
Singin the Rain – 10518367 
Sunday - 10092879 
Cheers! 
 
Paul Kimball 
 
We will throw in solos to finish out the evening!!!  
 
All of the rehearsals and the performance are at Zion Lutheran Church,  
808 Porter Ave. in Stockton. (2 or 3 blocks south of the Lincoln Center Safeway!) 
 
Rehearsals times below: 
Monday,   January 22nd, -  7:00 p.m.  9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday,  January 23rd,  7:00 p.m.  9:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 25th, 7:00 p.m. 9:30 p.m.  
Friday,      January 26th  7:30 p,m.       6:15 p.m.  
 
 
 

mailto:PKSTJohns@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/messages/t/paul.kimball.14
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Ministry Minutes 

 
FLOWER CHART FOR 2018 
 
The new Flower Chart for 2018 has been posted in the narthex. 
If you would like to remember someone or honor a special person or occasion, this is the place to 
sign up. Put your name on the chart for the date you would like and take an envelope from the box 
next to the Flower Chart. You will need to fill out your name, who or what the flowers are to honor and 
include your check for $50. Please place the envelope in the offering plate. All flowers are prepaid. 
 
For The Sake Of Art 
 
December was a great month for the For The Sake Of Art program, with guest artist J.C. Strote re-
turning to instruct the students on the techniques of making Fused Glass art.  This year’s project for 
both the children and adults was making votive candle holders, with great pieces being created by the 
students. 
 
The FTSOA Program also officially received a grant from Lodi-based American Steel Car Club to help 
support the classes we hold. Their generous gift of $500.00 will go to good use in purchasing the sup-
plies we use for the children and adult classes.  
 
Finally, we are glad to announce that Stockton artist Julie Schumacher will be teaching the children 
classes in January, and have plans for more guest artists as the year continues. I have dislplayed 
some of our artwork below. 
 
Until next time, may the winter months be filled with joy and blessings.  Christopher De Roos 
For The Sake Of Art Ministry 

POTTERY AND IRON 

Beginning in January, watch for some changes as you come into  
the church on Sunday mornings.  
 
On January 7, the day we celebrate “The Baptism of our Lord,” we will be dedicating a new baptis-
mal font and new communion ware. Using memorial funds, the font was given by Carol Stephens 
Koster in memory of her husband Dr. Ron Koster. The communion pieces, a paten (the plate for 
bread) and two chalices (the cups for wine,) are given in memory of longtime Zion member John 
Popuch. John’s wife and children have designated monies from John’s memorial for the communion 
ware. All of these pieces were made by Stockton pottery artist Kathy White. 
 
Later in the month, there will be a new installation in the prayer corner.  The table with the candles in 
sand will go away and in its place will be a wrought iron grapevine. Worshipers will still be able to 
light candles as they pray. Also using memorial gifts, the Carr family and the Cox family have ar-
ranged to have this beautiful piece made in memory of two other longtime members of Zion Luther-
an, Faye Oliver and Marion Cox. The iron artist is Alejandro Lopez, owner of Liberty Ornamental 
Iron Works. We look forward to these new additions to our worship space.  
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FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
 
THANK YOU for supporting our ministry with your generous donations during our Veteran’s Day Red 
White and Blue Dessert hour, and for your continuous donations for care packages for our deployed  
service members. 
 
Evan Costa returned to his duty base in October, and was able to return home to celebrate the holi-
days with his family!  Danielle, Rafael, Matthew D. and Jed will be returning to their duty bases some-
time in January. They all send their thanks and gratitude for your support during their deployments. 
There will be a new team heading to the Middle East in the spring.  Pedro Landa is part of that team.  
Jodi continues to collect items for care packages.  If you know anyone who is deployed (not just  
stationed overseas), please let Jodi know. 
 
In His service, Jodi 

Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival – 2018 

 

Come and explore Stockton’s superb, professional chamber orchestra. Under the direction of Paul Kimball, the Orchestra and 
Pops Choir have thrived as an exciting and fulfilling musical experience for both audience and performers. Come and experience 
music of the highest quality in the warm acoustical setting of the church. 
 
All concerts take place at Zion Lutheran Church in Stockton 808 Porter Avenue  
Tickets are $20 per concert, or $45 for a 3-concert package. You can buy tickets online: www.zlcstockton.org/zion-chamber-
orchestra,  Zion Lutheran Church Office: 808 Porter Avenue;  Mr. C’s Music: 7303 Pacific Avenue  
This year we have a wide variety of music in store for you.  
 
Concert # 1 –  Sunday, Jan. 21st – 5:00 p.m.  
Zion Chamber Orchestra 
Boccherini – Symphony #6, La Casa del Diavolo (The House of the Devil) – Epic Baroque! 
Vivaldi – Bassoon Concerto in E Minor – Nicolasa Kuster and her singing bassoon tones! 
Shostakovich Chamber Symphony – A deep and dark piece. Shostakovich wept when he first heard it performed live. 
October – Eric Whitacre – Sheer beauty from one of the world’s finest choral composers. 
 
Concert # 2, Friday, January 26

th
 

The Zion Pops Choir – 7:30 p.m. 
Bernstein and Friends  
Some of Stockton’s best singers gather to sing a medley from West Side Story, music from Candide, and lots more!!! 
 
Concert #3 Saturday, Feb. 3

rd
 at 5:00 p.m. 

The Zion Chamber Orchestra 
 
Mendelssohn – Violin Concerto with Dr. Ann Miller 
Our Zion Concertmistress performs one of the most popular violin concertos with our fiery orchestra! 
 
Saint-Saëns - Symphony #2 
Romance, storm, stress, and a lively ending!! The composer of Carnival of the Animals at his finest will leave you burst-
ing with happiness! 
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Voices of Zion 
Voices of Zion 
interview with Gary McKnight 
 
 
How long have you been at Zion? 

My wife and I started attending in 1992. Previously I was at St. Stanislaus Catholic Church in Modesto. 

I went to their parochial school so I was there a long time. 

 

What brought you to Zion? 

My wife. I decided to stay because we both liked pastor Mark Holmerud, who is now the Bishop of the  

Sierra Pacific Synod. 

 

How have you seen Zion change in your time here? 

The church family is holding together despite all the changes over the years. In the 1990’s the church  

was very cliquish with different segments of social groups. Now we’re much closer as a single, happy 

family.  

 

Are you or have you been involved in the church? 

Early on I was on the church council and I am serving on the council again right now. 

 

What’s your favorite part about Zion? 

The Sunday morning worship service. 

 

Do you have a favorite Hymn or Bible story? 

I don’t have a favorite. I’ve never thought about it. I enjoy whatever we’re singing or reading during the 

season. 

 

Do you have a favorite memory of Zion? 

When my step daughter was confirmed at Zion by Pastor Mark Holmerud, in the late 1990’s.  

 

How did you pick the pew you sit in? 

Hahaha. There’s a speaker directly to my right that I can hear everything very well through! 

 

Burke Wallace 
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Serving January& February 

January 7   
Assisting Minister Gesine Gerhard 
Communion Assistant Greg Rohlf 
Ushers   Bob Carr 
Ushers   Burke Wallace 
 

January 14  
Assisting Minister Dianne Hooton  
Communion Assistant Cynthia Guest 
Ushers   Gary McKnight 
Ushers…………………..Will Popuch 
 
 

January 21   
Assisting Minister Lynne Terry 
Communion Assistant Esther Reusche 
Ushers   Bill Werner 
Ushers   Elaine Werner 
 
 

January 28    
Assisting Minister Bill Crawford 
Communion Assistant Connie Crawford 
Ushers   Norm Randolph 
Ushers   John Sefried 
 
 

February 4    
Assisting Minister Greg Rohlf  
Communion Assistant Joyce Morken 
Ushers   LaVerne Gondry 
Ushers   Shirley Montgomery 
 
 
 

February 11 
Assisting Minister Deborah Griffin  
Communion Assistant Tom Turnrose 
Ushers   Shirley Montgomery 
Ushers   Bob Carr 
 
 

February 18    
Assisting Minister Dianne Hooton  
Communion Assistant Jerry Hooton 
Ushers   Burke Wallace 
Ushers   Gary McKnight 
 
 

February 25   
Assisting Minister Dan Terry 
Communion Assistant Jan Stuber  
Ushers   Bill Werner 
Ushers   Elaine Werner 
 
 

*CHURCH  COUNCIL 
President 

Vaness Kuhlmann 
473-3001 

msvck@comcast.net 
Vice President 
Gesine Gerhard 

ggerhard@uop.edu 
Treasurer 

Tom Rasmussen 
477-3265 

Trasmuss@aol.com 
Secretary  

Dianne Hooton 
476-9022 

spearhooton@yahoo.com 
At Large 

Jan Stuber 
292-5570 

janstu52@yahoo.com 
Gary McKnight 

594-1280 
Norm  Randolph 

474-0899 
nrandolph@tfamail.com.  

 
BOARD OF MINISTRIES 

Buildings & Grounds 
Stephanie Hensley  

Stephaiehensley@live.com 
 

Fellowship 
Doreen Spohn 

Doreen.Spohn@gmail.com 
 

Mission & Outreach 
Tom Turnrose 

tturnrose@yahoo.com 
 

Youth 
Ana Landa  

Ana.landa88@gmail.com 
 

Stewardship 
Jim Dyke 

& 
Dan Terry  
Education 
Jodi Landa 

jandjlanda@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
1/3 Cynthia Guest 
1/4 Linda Lundgren 
1/9 Faith Beck 
1/15 Andrew Schultz 
1/16 Lani Leberman 
1/30 Karen Cayuela 
 
2/1 Barbara Lutge 
2/9 Audra King 
2/10 Nancy Steele 
2/10 Jared Rice 
2/13 Garret King 
2/14 Pete Lepisto 
2/16 Margaret Colin 
2/21 Peggy Schultz 
2/26 Brenda DeRoos 
2/27 Phil Spohn 
 

 
 
 
1/29 Jodi & Javier Landa 
2/10 Marcy & Gary Beckwith 
2/12 Connie & Bill Crawford 
 

Ministries of Zion Leaders 

Altar Guild-  Dee Pulver  
Celebrate Ministry- Lani Leberman 
Ushers- 
Prime Timers- Tom Rasmussen   
Esther Circle-Joyce Morken 
Communications-Chris DeRoos 
Women’s Bible Study- Vaness Kuhlmann  
Men’s Fellowship- John Pulver       
We Care- LaVerne Gondry 
Prayer Group-  Judi Renberg 
Grief Ministry- Nancy Turnrose 
For the Sake of Art-Chris DeRoos 
Choir-Rhondda Nunes 
 

mailto:spearhooton@yahoo.com
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New Church Sign 

Please notice our new church signage on the Porter Way side of our church. This sign project, and in-
stalling  
replacement roof rain gutters, was done with monies from our Endowment Fund. The congregation voted 
these funds earlier in the year. Our old sign served us well for probably 50 years or so. The new sign is 
illuminated, with changeable message panels. Looks great.  
 
Tom Rasmussen 
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  Floral Cross  for Easter 

Our own Banjo Group 

Preparing Explorers Club Meal 

VBS with St. Anne’s 

FTSOA Summer Camp  

 500 Years of Reformation 

Pastors Ordination 

Men's morning breakfast  

Bible Study Group 

Looking back at 2017  
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        Calendar 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am—Midweek Wednesday Worship 6:30pm 
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        Calendar 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am—Midweek Wednesday Worship 6:30pm 
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ZION’S STAFF 
 
Pastor-Ryan Eikenbary 
 
Music Director 
Rhondda Nunes 
 
Office Administrator 
Genevieve Galli 
office@zlcstockton.org 
 
Custodian 
Alex Hlavacek 
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Stay Connected! 

Become a Facebook fan!  

Updates, daily discussions,  

photos & fun! 

January/February 

We ’re  on  the  web !  

808 W. Porter Ave. 

Stockton, CA 95207 

209-477-0259 

Fax 209-477-0407 

office@zlcstockton.org 

Office Hours: Mon– Thurs 8am-

1pm 

Return Receipt Requested 


