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Pastor Ryan Eikenbary
Grace and peace to you all,
This was a wonderful October celebrating the Reformation, ZLC’s 75th anniversary,
and the paying off of our debt. We have so much to thank God for in our lives. I want
to thanks the many people who made our Oktoberfest and worship celebrations
possible. We have so more coming up in November and December including a joint
thanksgiving service on Wednesday, November 22nd with St. Anne’s here at Zion,
and our celebrations and worship during Advent and Christmas.
November is stewardship month. You should have received a letter and pledge card
in the mail from the stewardship committee. Please remember to return the card in
the offering plate or to the office by December 3rd.
I also what to encourage you to attend our morning adult education time. We will
continue through November to look at the 10 Commandments and then in December
will shift to a sturdy of the book of Genesis. This is a foundation book for understanding the Bible and Christian theology.
It has now been a year of having the privilege to serve this community as your pastor
and I can say that it is a blessing to be here with you. I look forward to our future together continuing to seek to be followers of our Lord Jesus.
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
(Psalm 9:1-2)
Peace,
Pastor Ryan
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Council President
Comments from the Retreat
Kitty Hiavacek – I had a great time learning about the women of the Bible
and about some of the ladies I share my Sundays with. I look forward to
next year.
Judi Renberg – We always have fun, learning, sharing, having fellowship time. I always hate to leave.
Brenda DeRoos - I’ve gone to the Women’ Retreat 5 times now and every time I go I
feel recharged and ready for what life throw at me. The fellowship with these women is
inspiring!
JoAnn Steele – I’m having a wonderful time with all our ladies. Our leader Carolyn is
wonderful and the crafts were fun. This place is just great and a place to reflect on God’s love for us all.
Vaness does a great job keeping us on track.
Stephanie Hensley – This is the 3rd retreat I’ve been to and something I look forward to each year. I love
the environment and how peaceful it is and I love getting to know each other on a deeper level.
Deborah Griffin – his is my first Zion’s Women’s Retreat. The setting is wonderful and peaceful. It was
great getting to spend time getting to know everyone- rather than just Sunday morning. Carolyn’s Bible
study n women in the Bible was very interesting and I enjoyed learning about them.
Joyce Morken – Our retreats are always something to look forward to. Getting to know each other on a
really personal level is so special. This wonderful setting makes God’s word real.
Jan Stuber – The retreat was a great opportunity to learn that God did indeed have a plan for the women
of the Bible. We saw how they brought strength and resilience to God’s chosen people. It was a joy to
spend time and share life stories with the women of our church family.
Barbara Lutge - After many years of wanting to attend the retreat, I finally made it. It was all I expected
and more. The setting was gorgeous and Vaness and Sharyn did a wonderful job of getting this together
and Judi had a super Friday night dinner. Zion is lucky to have so many women of God. We also learned
about women of the Biblical times. I just shows how important women were in the grant scheme of
things.
Be sure to join us next year. We will have more information later,
Sharyn Carr and Vaness Kulmann

4
Spirit of Zion

Page 4

Music Director
From the desk of the Music Director, Rhondda Nunes
A big thank you to all that participated and came out to the Friday the 13th Birthday
recital with talented Cellist and music teacher Erik Urbina. We had a full house with
Erik's students and many talented performers, it was a night of wonderful musical
soundscapes; fitting for the acoustics of the Zion Lutheran sanctuary.
Our sanctuary will also be playing host to a special "Lesson and Carols" service on
December the 13th, so mark your calendars for that. Both members of the choirs
from Zion Lutheran and from St. Anne's Episcopal are participating. We will have
song selections chosen by myself and the St. Anne's Episcopal Music Director
Kimberley Willis. I'm looking forward to collaborating with Kimberley in a Lesson
and Carols service. There is grace in collaboration and love shared; all are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Attached is a photo from Eric Urbina's recital.

Buildings and Grounds:
Hello everyone!
Buildings and Grounds will be going through a change of organization. This will be
presented following Sunday Service sometime in the near future. I am asking that all who
are interested, or have a lot of knowledge in either Gardening or Home improvement to
please attend the meeting. Any amount of knowledge or experience is helpful.
The meeting will be announced a few weeks in advance once the date is set.
Sincerely, Mrs. Stephanie Hensley
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Treasurer’s Report
A note from your Treasurer, Tom Rasmussen
Stewardship Time of Year.
November and December are the months when nearly all churches, and others start to prepare a financial
plan, or budget, for the next year. We hear about stewardship, pledging, etc. Stewardship is taking care of
what we have inherited here at Zion, planning for the future, offering opportunities for discipleship, and
programs for worship, fellowship, and outreach for ourselves, our neighborhood, and our community. Our
financial plan assists us in doing these activities. In late January our congregational will meet to affirm a
budget plan.
As a church we donate to charities locally, and nationally through our Synod. Our Synods also operate our
seminaries, through which our Pastor Ryan was a graduate in recent years.
Our 2017 annual budget is about $260,000. Through September that budget pace would be about
$195,000.
Our income is running approximately $180,000, behind the desired pace. However, our expenses are
staying within income. So, we try to be thrifty with all our gifts. But, increasingly greater expenses, due to
inflation, is an issue we all are dealing with.
Our activities here at Zion include many things in which we each can participate and serve. For worship
there are altar guild, acolytes, sanctuary care, cleaning, and preparation. Consider donating Sunday flowers by way of the flower chart in the entry narthex. Landscape maintenance. Attend Sunday morning adult
bible study, pretty interesting. Assist in the office with mailings or whatever is needed. Join the choir, play
an instrument on occasion,Help with special events: set-up, serving, spreading the word. Join the PrimeTimers and have some real fun. Join in with the women’s Circle, one of the prayer groups or card mailing.
Join in with the prayer team that meets 2x month…individuals, Stockton, national etc Help with repairs and
maintenance of our buildings: we have 2 acres etc. (This year we did new roof gutters, and before the end
of the year you will see a beautiful new church sign facing Porter Ave; and the prayer-candle area in the
sanctuary will be upgraded via donations from memorial funds).
But… most importantly, and aside from a financial commitment (which of course is important), of all the
things you can offer during this Stewardship drive is a pledge of your support, and most especially the
pledge of the gift of your presence each Sunday. It is a very special thing that the person sitting next to or
near you on Sunday took the time to get up (perhaps with great effort) and join you in worship and share in
Holy Communion. That’s pretty special.
What are you able to pledge, either financially and or in participation?
Let’s keep the faith, and may God Bless Zion Lutheran Church here in its 75 th year.
Your Treasurer, Tom Rasmussen
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Friends of Armed Forces/FTSOA
Friends of the Armed Forces
THANK YOU to everyone who helped provide goods for the special Thanksgiving “meal” care packages for
Jed Burlando, Matthew Delgadillo, Rafael Olmo-Castillo and Danielle Ziemke!
During the month of November, we are collecting items for some special Christmas care packages. These
packages will need to be mailed by December 4 in order to arrive in time for Christmas.
For Christmas boxes think festive! Candy canes (small or regular size) and other hard candies like ribbon
candy, inexpensive ornaments or decorations, garlands, small stockings, Christmas cookies, instant hot
chocolate or other instant drink mixes, and holiday paper products. Dollar Store decorations work well!

If you would like to make homemade Christmas cookies to send, please see Jodi for details on how to package them to keep them fresh and from breaking. Any donations can be left in the big wicker container with
patriotic ribbon sitting in the narthex.

On Veteran’s Day Sunday (November 12) please bring pictures of your veterans to add to our military display. We have a lot of veterans in our congregation, so please don’t be shy about adding your picture!! We
will also be having a special collection to support the Friends of the Armed Forces Ministry. Please bring
items to donate for care packages and/or add a special monetary offering to the offering plate to help cover
the cost of shipping care packages. There will be a Red, White and Blue dessert coffee hour right after service. If you have a Red, White and Blue dessert that you would like to share, please bring it!! A free will offering will be collected here, too, so there will be many ways for you to choose how you can help. (This will
NOT be a bake sale.)
GOOD NEWS! Evan Costa’s deployment has ended, and he is safely back at his duty base in England.
Thank you for helping support him with care packages while he was deployed to Africa.

Please remember to pray for all active military forces, and as always, thank you for your generous support!
In His service,
~Jodi
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Voices of Zion
Voices of Zion is a new addition to our Newsletter where a member of Zion will be interviewed to
highlight how they are a part of the Zion family. Our inaugural interview is with Esther Reusche.
When did you first come to Zion?
When my husband and I first moved to Stockton around 1967. We had three kids with us at that
time.
What do you do or did you do if you’re retired?
I taught elementary school for 25 years, mostly fifth grade but also gifted children at Tully C
Knowles in Lincoln Village. I love teaching. I had a senior citizen reading program where seniors
would come to work with the children in small groups and answer questions from the class. It was a
great way to give children extra grandparents.
What is your faith background?
I was a Lutheran minister’s daughter. He had five churches in North Dakota and Minnesota. Coming from a minister’s home and church college (Concordia Moorhead), I’ve always been Lutheran. I
met my future husband at a seminary function for a Lutheran student association. I raised my kids
Lutheran.
What has kept you coming to Zion?
I have enjoyed the church family. We were a part of it. Bob was the assistant pastor for a number of
years. We continued to come after Bob passed away.
What has changed at Zion over the years?
People are more conscious of family, of being with friends and making sure to contact their friends.
People are welcoming of newcomers. We have excellent Bible studies. It is fun to see the large
turnout in Pastor Ryan’s Bible study on Sunday mornings.
How are you involved at Zion?
I participate with the women’s group and Esther’s circle (not named after me!). I attend retreats and
sometimes have conducted Bible studies.
Do you have a favorite story during your time at Zion?
In the past we had family groups of 8 people that would come to homes. We got to know new people because of the program of eating dinner together at different houses.
How did you pick the pew you sit in each week?
To begin with my husband was up front so I sat with my friends at church. I sat there because that’s
where my friends sat. I’ve sat in the same section since the very beginning, so a long time!
What would you say to a new visitor coming to Zion for the first time?
Be open to friendships. Be willing to communicate with other people. Enjoy the fellowship we have
after church. Participate in activities that you are interested in. Get to know the people and they will
become your friends.
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For the Sake of Art
8

For the Sake Of Art
I’d like to start off by thanking all of those who volunteered to help make our annual Art & Wine Show
fund-raiser a success. We sold the largest number of art pieces since we started doing this six years
ago, and we look forward to more fun things for next year’s event. I especially want to thank the
FTSOA board members: Patti Kennedy, Connie Crawford, Jane Rasmussen, Lynne Terry and Sharon
Carr. Your hard work is greatly appreciated.
As we head into the holiday season, we are planning on some wonderful projects for the kids and
adults in our Art Outreach Ministry. The kids will be doing some wonderful Halloween, Thanksgiving
and Christmas-themed projects, and the adults will have the opportunity to once again take part in the
‘Fused Glass’ art project. Artist J.C. Strout will return to teach the techniques of making a piece of
fused glass art, and plans are to once again have it on the Zion Church campus. Registration for this
class is required and there will be a small materials fee in order to attend. For more information,
please contact Christopher De Roos at (209) 915-3208 or e-mail at deroos420@att.net.

Pictures from the Blessing of the animals held
on October 1, at Zion Lutheran Church.
Music provided by our Zion Banjo group
pictured below.

9

November & December Birthdays & Anniversaries

11/2
11/3
11/4
11/6
11/7
11/8
11/8
11/8
11/13
11/13
11/16
11/17
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/27
11/30

Sarah Streeter
Beverly Kosel
Rudy Guzman
Dirk Hooton
Bill Crawford
Joyce Morken
Burke Wallace
Christopher Crawford
Don King
Miranda Bolt
Terry Daniel
Karen Messersmith
LaVerne Gondry
David Schroeder
Tina Carr
Irene Stolberg
JoAnn Steele

12/6
12/8
12/9
12/12
12/12
12/15
12/15
12/19
12/21
12/22
12/24
12/27
12/29
12/30
12/31

John Sefried
Joanne Olsen
Lorine Sanford
Marge Hermance
Anne King
Frank Whitney
Christian Hagan
Jean Ragolio
Marcia Sizemore
Nancy Turnrose
Traci Carr
Tom Rasmussen
Jodi Landa
Justine Bolt
Arthur Kinney

It’s time again….
Annual Cookie Exchange/Sale
December 10th
immediately following
Sunday morning worship.
Bring your favorite Christmas
Cookies or just come and
buy some for your
Christmas gatherings.
Cookies will be sold by the pound
with proceeds going to
the general fund.
Who can resist a sugar cookie
cut into the shape of a snowman
covered with icing?
December 18th
immediately following

Altar Guild Schedule
For November

11/2
12/1
12/15
12/19
12/19
12/19
12/30
12/31

Jerry & Dianne Hooton
Robert & Jan Stuber
Bill & Elaine Werner
Tom & Jane Rasmussen
Ron & Doreen Spohn
Martin & Karen Messersmith
Greg Rohlf & Gesine Gerhard
George & Elaine Schilling

Setup
Peggy Schultz
Connie Crawford
Cleanup
Shirley Montgomery
Vaness Kuhlman
Paraments
LynneTerry
Dan Terry

Altar Guild Schedule
For December
Setup
Joyce Morken
Judi Renberg
Cleanup
Beverly Randolph
Norm Randolph
Paraments
Jane Rassmussen
Tom Rasmussen
*
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Serving September & October
*CHURCH COUNCIL
President
Vaness Kuhlmann
473-3001
msvck@comcast.net
Vice President
Gesine Gerhard
ggerhard@uop.edu
Treasurer
Tom Rasmussen
477-3265
Trasmuss@aol.com
Secretary
Dianne Hooton
476-9022
spearhooton@yahoo.com
At Large
Jan Stuber
292-5570
janstu52@yahoo.com
Gary McKnight
594-1280
Norm Randolph
474-0899
nrandolph@tfamail.com.
BOARD OF MINISTRIES
Buildings & Grounds
Stephanie Hensley
Stephaniehensley@live.com

Fellowship
Doreen Spohn
Doreen.Spohn@gmail.com
Mission & Outreach
Tom Turnrose
ttturnrose@gmail.com
Youth
Ana Landa
Ana.landa88@gmail.com
Stewardship
Jim Dyke
&
Dan Terry
Education
Jodi Landa
jandjlanda@gmail.com
Ministries Leaders

*The Executive Committee

of the Church Council
consists of t
President,
Vice-President,
Secretary
and Treasurer.

November 5
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers

Dianne Hooton
Jerry Hooton
Esther Reushe
Shirley Montgomery
John Pulver
Dee Pulver

November 12
Assisting Minister
Tom Rasmussen
Communion Assistant
Jane Rasmussen
Communion Assistant
LaVerne Gondry
Communion Assistant
Joyce Morken
Ushers
Bill Werner
Ushers………………… …..Elaine Werner

q
w
November 19
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers

November 22

Bill Crawford
Connie Crawford
Esther Reusche
Judi Renberg
Gary McKnight
John Sefried

5:30pm with St Anne’s here

Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers
Ushers

November 26
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers
Ushers

Chris DeRoos
Brenda DeRoos
JoAnn Steele
Jan Stuber

Ministries of Zion Leaders
Altar Guild- Dee Pulver
Celebrate Ministry- Lani Leberman
UshersPrime Timers- Tom Rasmussen
Esther Circle-Joyce Morken
Communications-Chris DeRoos
Women’s Bible Study- Vaness
Kuhlmann
Men’s Fellowship- John Pulver
We Care- LaVerne Gondry
Prayer Group- Judi Renberg
Grief Ministry- Nancy Turnrose
For the Sake of Art-Chris DeRoos
Choir-Rhondda Nunes

The Spirit of Zion

December 3
Assisting Minister
Lynne Terry
Communion Assistant
Dan Terry
Communion Assistant
Jan Stuber
Communion Assistant
Joyce Morken
Ushers
LaVerne Gondry
Ushers
Ushers………………………..
December 10
Assisting Minister
Tom Rasmussen
Communion Assistant
Jane Rasmussen
Communion Assistant
John Pulver
Communion Assistant
Dee Pulver
Ushers
Will Popich
Ushers
Gary McKnight
Ushers………………………..
December 17
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers

Dianne Hooton
Jerry Hooton
LaVerne Gondry
Esther Rausche
John Sefried

December 24, 10am
Assisting Minister
Deborah Griffin
Communion Assistant
Vaness Kuhlmann
Communion Assistant
Bob Carr
Communion Assistant
Sharyn Carr
Ushers
Bill Werner
Ushers
Elaine Werner
Ushers………………………..
December 24, 7pm
Assisting Minister
Greg Rohlf
Communion Assistant
Gesine Gerhard
Communion Assistant
Judi Renberg
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers
Ushers………………………..
December 25 joint service at St. Anne’s time?
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Ushers

December 31
Assisting Minister
Communion Assistant
Jodiy Landa
Communion Assistant
Ana Landa
Communion Assistant
Vaness Kuhlmann
Ushers
Bill Werner
Ushers
Elaine Werner
Ushers………………………..

11
Page 11

Spirit of Zion

Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm
Sunday Worship 10:00 am
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November/December
We’re on the web!
ZION’S STAFF
Pastor-Ryan Eikenbary
Music Director
Rhondda Nunes
Office Administrator
Genevieve Galli
office@zlcstockton.org
Custodian
Alex Hlavacek

Stay Connected!
Become a Facebook fan!
Updates, daily discussions,
photos & fun!

