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The Spirit of Zion

Homecoming Sunday is September 11Homecoming is a celebration of this community of faith and a time to move back into
the rhythms of worship, education, support and service.
Please join us for Homecoming Sunday. This will be on September 11th. It is also our
Ministry Sunday. During worship we will hear from representatives about our various
in reach and outreach ministries. After church we will have a potluck picnic in the
courtyard. There will be games, and entertainment provided by the OMG
Strings. This will include jokes and a sing-along.

OMG Strings
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Spirit of Zion

From Pastor Kirsten

Pastor Rick Alpers

We must labor for the Harvest!
"And Jesus said to them, "The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Prayer therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest." - Luke 10:2.
I've seen the same thing in each and every congregation that I've served.
It seems like there are never enough people to attend to all the variety of
tasks that need to be done. Zion in better than most of the churches
that I have served as interim pastor in that there is a very high rate of
volunteerism here. People care and are involved. Nonetheless, there is still an impetus to take this
passage to heart. . ." The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few." Indeed the harvest is plentiful! God is at work,
and there is a universe of human need and human potential waiting to be addressed. But it is up to us to see that this happens in Christ's name. I recently watched a rowing competition on TV. In order to win, the victorious team of athletes
needed to row very hard and row in unison. We're in the same situation at Zion Lutheran Church. And the Apostle Paul
would remind us that we are not called to work hard for a transitory medal or competition certificate, but for Kingdom of
God! In September a number of our Fall programs start. There's a vast array of services our members can get involved in.
. . For the Sake of Art, Explorer Club, Choir, Primetimers, Esther's Circle, Altar Guild, Women's Bible Study, Prayer
Group, Counters, Property, Worship and Music, Acolytes, Men's Breakfast, Work Day, Care Committee, Fellowship
Committee, and a host of others. Let's get involved, and stay involved so that we can be God's hands at work in the
world.

Congregation surprised Pastor Rick
in celebration of his 30 years as a Pastor.

Confirmation
Though only here on a temporary basis Pastor Rick is offering to begin confirmation classes this Fall.
They would likely be held on Sunday mornings after worship and would last about forty minutes. This is
open to kids that are in the 7th or 8th grades, but younger or older children will also be considered on an
individual basis. If interest contact Pastor Rick 209-477-0259.
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From our Council President

Dear Friends in Christ.
I want to start with a personal message. As most of you know, I had a double knee replacement
in mid-June. While the initial couple of weeks were difficult, I was comforted in so many ways
by the phone calls, visits to both the hospital and therapy facility and my home. In addition, the
many thoughtful cards I received. My thanks to all as your prayers were extremely helpful to me.
I was comforted by the power of prayer that was being sent my way. I especially want to thank
Pastor Rick. His calls and visits seemed to match exactly when I was down and frustrated due to
the pain and frustrations I was feeling. His ability to have a six sense and call at just that right
moment and pray with me was a huge help in my healing process. Thank you Pastor. It is so
true that God works in miraculous ways.
As far as Church business, the call committee has closed in on the selection of a new Pastor.
They are in the final steps of their selection process, and by mid-September, they should be in a
position to bring their recommendation to the Council and then to the congregation. While
many of us would love to continue with Pastor Rick, we have known from the beginning of his
time with us that his job is strictly as interim Pastor. Consequently, Council and the Call
Committee have mixed emotions. While we are looking forward to obtaining a new Pastor,
we are going to sorely miss Pastor Rick. He has been a true shining light for Zion and our
congregation.
More information will follow as to a “meet and greet” with the congregation and whoever the
new candidate for Pastor might be. At this point, only the call committee has information concerning who the candidates are. We are expecting this to take place in late September.
We were fortunate to have Pastor Rick with Zion as he celebrated his 30 years in ministry. We
gave him a small gift from the congregation as a token of our thanks for all he has meant to us.
And a celebration was held in the fireside room a few weeks ago.
More to follow!
Blessings!
Bill Crawford
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From our Music Director

Well, we're very busy in the music ministry this month preparing for t
he new school and church year! One thing I'd like to do with the
children of Explorer club this year is give them instruction on one of
the easiest of string instruments, the Ukulele. The Uke has only 4 strings
and has a smaller neck more suitable for small hands to play and to be able to
finger easily. Do you have a Uke gathering dust some where that you'd like to
donate? If so the music ministry would welcome it with open arms!
We are also getting ready for a new year of choir too! Choir rehearsals will start back up
on Wednesday night, 7 pm on September 7th when Explorer club resumes. The first
Sunday we'll sing in service will be for homecoming weekend, September 11th. Have you
ever wanted to sing in choir or join? You're welcome for the whole year..or even for just
a season or a particular commitment (like our Christmas concert). Feel free to contact me
and let me know if you're interested. All are welcome and it is not a necessity that you
read music for you can learn as you sing along!
it's a pleasure to work and serve a congregation like Zion Lutheran that loves music so
much and has such a joyous singing congregation. Thank you for allowing me to serve
you, and blessings to you all as we cruise towards fall!
Rhondda Nunes Music Director
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FTSOA
For Sake of Art resumes in September
Free art classes for children ages 6 to 12 resume at Zion on Monday, Sept. 12. The class will be held in Grace
Hall from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The For the Sake of Art ministry team is still riding high after a successful Art
Camp that drew nearly 30 students for a week of instruction. Invitation have been mailed to each of them to
consider attending the Monday classes.
Stockton artist Patti Kennedy will again be Zion’s “artist-in-residence” instruction the children in various art
mediums. The registration form is printed on this page of the newsletter. You are asked to fill it out and
bring it to the first class on Sept. 12. Weekly attendance is not a requirement to participate in this program as
each class attempts to finish whatever art project has been scheduled for the day.
For more information call Barb or Frank Whitney at 477-3515.

Adult art classes start Sept. 10
Art classes for adults and junior and senior high school students will be held on one Saturday each months
beginning in September.
Normally the classes are held on the first Saturday but September’s class will be held Sept. 10 due to the Labor Day holiday. October’s class will be on Oct. 8 as the For the Sake of Art ministry team will be setting up
the annual Art and Wine Show the previous week.
Stockton artist Patti Kennedy will be assisted by Zion member Chris DeRoos and community artists
throughout the year.
The classes will be held from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in Grace Hall.
Call Barb or Frank Whitney at 477-3515 for more information.
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Ministry Minutes
Ministry Teams define who we are at Zion
By FRANK WHITNEY
Board of Ministry
We are getting close. The Call Committee may soon be recommending a candidate to call as senior pastor.
Unfortunately, Zion has become quite experienced at change in the office of senior pastor. After a 19-year
tenure of one pastor, we have been led by an associate pastor and two called senior pastors, as well as three
different interim pastors in the past 10+ years. That is a lot of change in a short period.
During that span of time Zion has survived and expanded. Maybe we don’t have the Sunday attendance we
once enjoyed, but ministry has flourished and expanded despite the revolving senior-pastor door.
That speaks well of you. The number of members involved in ministries—and the number of ministries—at
Zion has grown in the past 10 years. The old adage of 20% doing the work doesn’t hold true here. A rough
census on members involved in one or more ministries puts that percentage easily above 50%.
This is what our new senior pastor will find at Zion: thriving ministries led by dedicated members doing
Christ’s work. (As an aside, it needs to be pointed out that we speak of “ministries,” not committees. Except for a few
designated committees as outlined in our constitution, we have eliminated that word for the ongoing work of this congregation.)
On Homecoming Sunday Sept. 11, you will hear from many of the ministry team leaders. They are being
asked to share their ministries with the entire congregation. If you hear about one that touches you in some
way, feel free to join that team by speaking with the team leader. We need all your talents.
A church is not defined by its pastor. First of all, there is only one church, and that’s the church founded by
Jesus nearly 2,000 years ago. Zion just happens to be just one community of believers, part of “one holy
catholic and apostolic church.”
As members of this one church, we are commissioned by its founder, Jesus Christ, to spread the good news
of the gospel to the unbelievers. Being part of a ministry that touches lives is just one way we can fulfill that
commission. Our ministries define Zion. A senior pastor is called to preach and teach and to preside over the
sacraments. He or she will guide us spiritually so we can continue representing Christ in our community.
Join a team!
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Ministry Minutes
PUNA OLE OLA PREPARES FOR ISLAND DANCE COMPETITION
The Samoan congregation which rents our facility was to participate
in a major dance competition. This was to be held in Santa Clara on
Aug. 5th in Santa Clara, and included several other Pacific Island
congregations. There were several sets of POO dance groups participating,
including a men's group, a women's group, and children's group.
Musicians such as drummers were also involved. They participated
in another performance in the Bay Area on August 28.
Like Hawaiian dance which use bodily movements to convey a story,
these Samoan dances are intended to convey messages abut the beauty
of Samoa. P.O.O. had more dance numbers than any other group.
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Mission & Outreach
VETERAN’S DAY IS COMING!!! The Friends of the Armed Forces would like to honor our veterans
this coming November, and we need your help! We need pictures of our veterans during their time of
service, preferably in uniform. Please DO NOT BE SHY!! You can scan and email them to Jodi at jandjlanda@gmail.com or bring them to Jodi on Sunday and she will return them to you. Please include name,
rank, and branch of service. You may also include years served and any wars participated in. If you include a non-member, please let us know how this person is related to you. It is the goal of The Friends of
the Armed Forces to stay true to honoring the correct military personnel on the corresponding day of recognition, so please, this is for veterans only (not those currently serving, nor those killed in service). If you
have questions, please contact Jodi.
On behalf of the Friends of the Armed Forces Ministry and Danielle Ziemke, I want to thank everyone for
their continued support and generous donations for the care packages for Danielle and her squadron.
Danielle received the first boxes approximately July 20. Three more boxes were mailed on August 1st.
Please continue to bring donations as you are able so that we may continue to support Danielle during her
deployment, which should last until the beginning of December. Following is the list of items that can be
used when you are out shopping. Even just one or two items help, if you are able.
Thank you again for your support and generosity.

Applesauce/Jell-o/pudding cups
Band-Aids
Bar Soap (Ivory unscented)
Beef, chicken or turkey jerky
Body Wash
Boxes of individual drink mix powder
Cereal bars/granola bars/protein bars
Chapstick/lip balm
Cheese & Cracker or Peanut butter & Cracker sandwiches
Coffee singles/ea bags
Condiments (Salt, Pepper, sugar, seasoned salt)
Conditioner
Cookies (Store Bought or homemade)
Corn Nuts
Dental Floss
Dried fruit
Facial cleaning pads
Fly strip and swatters
Gel insoles
Gum
Hand Sanitizer
Individual package sweetener
Individual wrapped hard candy
Instant oatmeal
Instant soup
Lotion
Microwaveable mac & cheese
Moisturizing lotion

Nuts/seeds
Personal battery powered fans with batteries
Pop Tarts
Popcorn (microwaveable)
Q-tips
Raisins
Ramen Noodles
Red Licorice
Rice crispy treats (Store Bought or homemade)
Sewing kits (travel size)
Shampoo
Single serving size cereal boxes
Slim jims
Small bags of chips
Snack size goodies (cookies, crackers, nuts)
Solid deodorant
Sun block
Toothpaste
Trail mix
Tuna in pouch
Tylenol/Ibuprofen
Wet Wipes
Ziploc type baggies in any size
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Mission & Outreach
Women’s Retreat
The presenter at the Women’s Retreat to be held on
October 14-16 at Eagle’s Rest in Twain Hart, will be
Carolyn Henshaw. Mrs. Henshaw is a registered nurse with
a BS in nursing since 1980. She is also an Ordained Elder
in the United Methodist Church. She retired from
St Joseph’s Medical center in May 2016 as director of
pastoral care. Her special interests are spirituality, cooking,
photography, reading and gardening,
The topic of the retreat will be “Bloom Where You Are
planted”. You can register for the retreat by paying the
$125.00 either through the church office or in the Sunday
offering. Be sure to designate the money is for the retreat.
If you have questions contact Sharyn Carr at 478-6032 or
Vaness Kuhlmann at 473-3001.

Property Notes
Sprinklers have been repaired, things are looking up.
We want to thank the congregation for their patience.

Primetimers resume September 7, 12 pm in the Fireside
Room. Joyce Morken will give the history of the County
Courthouses. All are welcome to attend.

Buildings and Grounds:
The
Saturday of each month, from about 8:30
to 10:30 or so, will be a work day around the church
premises. Just like at home things need to be attended
to. Bring some tools for whatever you would like to
do. Coffee, pastries, and good fellowship, etc. will be
provided.
Jerry Hooton
2nd

EXPLORER’S CLUB
As the new leader of the Explorer’s Club, Vaness
Kuhlman has certainly left some mighty shoes to fill. I
just wanted to take the time and thank all of our dedicated volunteers and the Fellowship Ministry who help
make the Explorer’s Club what it is today.
Beginning September 7th, we will once again welcome the neighborhood kids to come and participate in
our Explorer’s Club program. We have exciting new
changes with the addition of two new classes. Pastor
Rick will be heading the Science Exploration classes,
held once a month, to get the kids involved with the
natural world around us. Vaness will also be leading the
Bible Stories and Skits class once a month, which will get
the kids involved with the Bible and have a chances to
do some acting. Sharon and Traci Carr, Jane Rasmussen
and Lonnie Leberman will continue to collaborate to offer arts and crafts classes twice a month. Rhondda
Nunes will offer musical and other types of instructions.
The first Explorer’s Club will be an orientation
for both the kids and their parents to go over the expectations we have established for the program. This will
also allow the parents to have their questions answered
on the spot, and for them to see the adults who will be
working with their children. If you know of any children
who would be interested in attending the Explorer’s
Club, feel free to have them come on September 7th at
5:00 pm. Doors will open at 4:45 pm and dinner will be
offered following orientation.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at
stephaniehensley@live.com. Here’s to another successful
year!
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Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm
Sunday Worship 10:am Starting September 11-Homecoming Sunday

*CHURCH COUNCIL
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Bill Crawford

President
649-2524
Billc@bigvalleyinsurance.com
Vaness Kuhlmann
Vice President
473-3001
msvck@comcast.net
Tom Rasmussen
Treasurer
477-3265
Trasmuss@aol.com
Dianne Hooton
Secretary
476-9022
spearhooton@yahoo.com
Jan Stuber
At Large
292-5570
janstu52@yahoo.com
Gary McKnight
At-Large
594-1280
Norm Randolph
At-Large
474-0899
nrandolph@tfamail.com
*The Executive Committee of
the Church Council consists
of the President,
Vice-President,
Secretary and Treasurer.
BOARD OF MINISTRIES

Jerry Hooton
Buildings & Grounds
zionbldg@gmail.com
Doreen Spohn
Fellowship
Doreen.Spohn@gmail.com
Ana Landa
Youth
Ana.landa88@gmail.com

Serving This Month
September

4

Assisting Minister…….…..…....Dianne Hooton
Communion Assistant......................Jerry Hooton
Communion Assistant…………….Judi Renberg
Communion Assistant…….Shirley Montgomery
Ushers…………………..….…Norm Randolph
Ushers…………………………….

September

11

Assisting Minister…….………...….Frank Whitey
Communion Assistant……….....Barbara Whitney
Communion Assistant……………....Susan Barry
Communion Assistant………........Margaret Colin
Ushers…………………………….....Bill Werner
Ushers…………………….............Elaine Werner

September

18

Assisting Minister……..………….Traudi King
Communion Assistant…….................Don King
Communion Assistant……...Vaness Kuhlmann
Communion Assistant……….……...Jan Stuber
Ushers………………………...Norm Randolph
Ushers……………………………...

September

25

Assisting Minister……………………Don King
Communion Assistant……...……...Lynne Terry
Communion Assistant………..LaVerne Gondry
Communion Assistant…….…….Joyce Morken
Ushers………………………...Gary McKnight
Ushers…………………..….

Barbara Whitney
Mission & Outreach
bawhitney@sbcglobal.net

Jodi Landa
Education
jandjlanda@gmail.com

Frank Whitney
Communications &
Ministry Board Team Leader
fkw@sbcglobal.net

9/2 Tony & Karen Cayuela
9/9 Bob & Sharyn Carr
9/14 Clint & Charlynn Harless
9/17 Robert & Linda Lee
9/25 Ron & JoAnn Stock
9/25 Michelle & Ken Burns

Ministries of Zion Leaders

Jim Dyke
Stewardship
jrdemd@sbcglobal.net

Traudi King
Music & Worship
traudidon@sbcglobal.net

9/3 Lee Springer
9/4 Sally McKnight
9/4 Shirley Montgomery
9/4 Edward Sizemore
9/5 Beverly Randolph
9/12 Rhondda Nunes
9/14 Vaness Kuhlmann
9/15 Jasmine Pei
9/16 Norm Randolph
9/18 James Dyke
9/27 Kelly Guest
9/28 Lawrence Cox
9/30 Beverly Rosencutter

Altar Guild Helpers
September
Setup
Jodi & Anna Landa

Cleanup
Lorine Sanford
Traudi King

Paraments
Jane Rasmussen
Lynne Terry

Altar Guild- Traudi King
Celebrate Ministry- Lani Leberman
Ushers– Lorine Sanford
Prime Timers- Tom Rasmussen
Esther Circle– Lorine Sanford
Communications - Frank Whitney
Women’s Bible Study- Vaness Kuhlmann
Men’s Fellowship- Frank Whitney
Explorer’s Club– Stephanie Hensley
We Care - LaVerne Gondry
Prayer Group - Judi Renberg
Grief Ministry - Nancy Turnrose
For the Sake of Art— Barb Whitney
Choir—Rhonnda Nunes
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September 2016
W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
ZION’S STAFF
Interim Pastor-Rick Alpers
pastor@zlcstockton.org
Music Director
Rhondda Nunes
music@zlcstockton.org

Office Administrator
Genevieve Galli
office@zlcstockton.org
Custodian-Mandy Bolt
Custodian-Tui Saina

Stay Connected!
Become a Facebook fan!
Updates, daily discussions,
photos & fun!

