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Spirit of Zion

From Pastor Kirsten

Pastor Ryan Eikenbary

Grace and peace to you all,
It has been a wonderful first month for me here at Zion Lutheran Church. I have enjoyed getting to
know each of you and look forward to developing and deepening those relationships.
My family moved to our new home here in Stockton on December 21st and we are excited to be
members of the Stockton community. We look forward to learning about the city and meeting our
neighbors.
This month, as we enter the season of Epiphany, we are reminded that in the coming of Jesus we are
all baptized into his mission. We are called to live into the new life and world that he brought to us
with his coming.
We are living into this calling this month as we launch a new semester of Explorers Club and host the
Chamber Orchestra. These are both rich and diverse ways in which we are able to engage our community with the gospel of Jesus.
And that is key to our faith-we are called to be God’s people for the sake of the work around us! I
look forward to us exploring how we might engage our neighborhood and our city in this coming
year.
I look forward to our future together.
Peace,
Pastor Ryan=

Pastor Ryan Eikenbary’s Dates for Adult Education –
Reformation (s)
This year we celebrate 500th year anniversary of Reformation. On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther would post 95 points of debate he had with
the Church, which lead to the Reformation of the various Protestant
Churches. This class will look at why the reformation happened and the
various expressions it took throughout Europe.
This class will begin January 8 and run through February 12th.
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From Council President
Presidents Message- January 2017
Dear Friends in Christ.
Wow, here we are starting a new year. It seems like 2016 just flew by.
I hope and wish all had a wonderful Christmas, celebrating the birth of our Lord and hopefully
spending quality time you your families.
As we begin the New Year, I am very excited about the future for this coming year. We have
Pastor Ryan on board as our new Pastor. Pledges are in and very close to last year’s numbers,
which is exciting for us on council. Many exciting things taking place in January. We have the
Zion Chamber Orchestra having 3 concerts, information is in the bulletin. We have the
installation of our new Pastor taking place on January 8.
I am feeling a renewed excitement at Church. I think this is because we are starting fresh with a new Pastor,
after going through the call process for over 18 months. The bible study on Sunday morning is being very well
attended, attendance at Sunday service is up, giving is meeting our budget, and we have new people attending, if
not regularly, at least coming in to be with us on various Sunday services.
On January 22, we will have our First Congregational meeting for 2017. Please plan on attending. We will be
selecting the nominating committee for this year, presenting a spending plan for 2017, bringing you up to date
on budget, endowment and other committee reports. This will be a meeting that follows normal Church service
and we will get you out as early as possible. This is the time of year we all normally set our goals and plans for
the upcoming year. It is no different here at Zion. The council and staff will be planning and setting goals for
the year. We are interested in hearing from you as to any issues or thoughts you may have in helping us move
forward.
I wish you all a Wonderful and Prosperous New Year.
Blessings!

2017 ZION STEWARDSHIP REPORT
The stewardship committee and the church council wish to thank everyone who submitted a pledge for next
year. Despite the loss of a few families, our pledge amount was only slightly lower than for 2016. This is quite
gratifying and a wonderful endorsement of our new adventure with pastor Ryan.
For anyone who has not yet taken the opportunity to pledge toward our new future, you may still write your
pledge amount on a piece of paper and place it in an offering envelope before the end of the year. Your participation is greatly appreciated
Thank you all, Jim Dyke, Dan Terry
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Explorers Club/FTSOA
Explorer’s Club

Just a friendly reminder, Explorer’s Club will begin again on Wednesday, January 4th at 5:00 pm in Grace Hall. The
first day will be an orientation and registration so parents are advised to come with their children.
We are excited to see how this next semester will go.

Preparing Christmas Meal for Explorers Club

For the Sake of Art
Well, it’s the beginning of the New Year, and with the winter season in full swing, we in the For The Sake Of Art (FTSOA) Ministry
are already looking ahead to the remainder of our class schedule ending in May and beyond.
FTSOA is a wonderful outreach program for youth and adults alike, and in the weeks leading up to the holidays we had seen an increase in the number of new students in the kids program. Our class size was averaging about a dozen before Christmas, and with the new year
we hope that will grow.
We have some wonderful events coming up this year as well: Our Summer Art Camp for kids, lead by our lead instructor Patti Kennedy, and of course we can’t forget about our annual Art and Wine Show, but those will be covered in more details in a later article.
Volunteers are always needed, and you do not need any artistic ability to do so. I encourage everyone to come check out the classes
(the adult classes are very fun and educational), and we work with a different medium every month, ranging from paints, pencil drawing and
sculptures made with clay, just to name a few.
Our December ‘Fused Glass’ art class has been rescheduled to January 7th, and promises to be very informative, as this will be the
program’s first time working with this art form.

FTSOA-Schedule
Jan. 9th, 23rd, 30th
Feb. 6th, 27th
Mar. 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
Apr. 3rd, 10th, 24th
May 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd
The Mondays that are NOT listed are the Holiday weeks for the Lincoln School District,
so there are no Art classes on those Mondays.
Any other questions, feel free to ask.Chris De Roos deroos420@att.net 209-915-3208
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Fellowship
SWEET HEART LUNCHEON
Mark your calendars for ----February 12---After Worship Fellowship Ministry will be serving a variety of salads and everything you need to make a sandwich. Come and enjoy this time of Fellowship with your Church Family and invite your friends to join us!
We want to say thank you to our Church Family for your outpouring of love during the baby shower for Amy
and Ole as Ron and I wait for the birth of our grandson. Thank you Dianne Hooton for planning and organizing this fun event! We are so blessed to part of such a loving congregation!
Ole and I want to thank everyone that showered us with gifts during the baby shower. Everything will be put
to good use when our little boy arrives. We look forward to bringing him to Zion in the near future! Love
Amy Spohn

Primetimers
The Primetimers wish to Thank all the people who support us when we go on the bus to the casino. The $15.00, you donate to ride the bus, is the money we use to support some local charities. This year we sent money to: The Salvation Army, The Women's Center, and The Shelter for
the Homeless. Our monthly offerings also are given to these charities. Thanks for your generous
support.
We invite you and your friends to our monthly potluck get together. Joyce Morken is a SJ Co. Museum docent and gave a very interesting report about the four courthouses of our county. Another
time we invited Laura Kahler, from St. Joseph's, to inform us on "Five Wishes". This group really
enjoys our get togethers. Come and give it a try. Love to have you come. The first Thursday of
the month at noon.
February 2 the Primetimers lunch speaker will be Lee Christianson. He will give a presentation of
his adventure, trips and slides of the Boundary Wilderness in Lake of Woods in
Northern Minnesota.
Geniveve, the other thing I want to mention for the newsletter was that we delivered about 250 pounds of food
to St. Mary's dining hall and they were very appreciative thanks to all
who contributed that shit merry Christmas
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Friends of the Armed Forces

FROM FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES
Thank you to everyone who purchased goods from the Cookie/Goodies sale after church on Sunday, December 18. Thank you to
Dee Pulver and all those involved in having the funds designated for the care packages. It costs almost $17 to send just one flat rate box, so
the extra funds really help!
I would also like to thank everyone for their continuous donations for the military care packages. I am happy to report that Danielle Ziemke has returned to her regular duty base, and if approved, should be in the U.S. on leave for 2 weeks as you read this. She sends
her gratitude for all the support. Because of your generosity, we were able to send 11 care packages to Danielle and her squadron!
Not long after I sent the last care package to Danielle, my son Pedro called me to tell me that he had 5 co-workers currently deployed to the “Sandbox” (the Middle East), and had recently suffered the loss of 2 military personnel on base due to a suicide bomber. The
5 co-workers were, thankfully, uninjured in the attack, but he asked if we could support them. They are scheduled to be there until March. I
have already sent one care package to them for Christmas. I have also been informed of another airman that will be deploying to the Middle
East in June.
I will continue gathering items for care packages to send as I am informed of deployed service members. If you are able to pick up
an extra item or two when you are out shopping, it would be greatly appreciated. Just bring it to church on Sunday and place it in the wicker
container in the narthex. List is on Narthex bulletin Board.
Thank you for helping to bless our service members who are serving God and our country!
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Ministry Minutes
Building & Grounds Report:
Buildings and Grounds:
The 2nd Saturday of each month, from about
8:30 to 10:30 or so, will be a work day around
the church premises. Just like at home things
need to be attended to. Bring some tools for
whatever you would like to do. Coffee, pastries, and good fellowship, etc. will be
provided.
Jerry

Repairs and improvements have taken place
this past month. The walls of the hallway in
the educational wing, sacristy and the exterior doors have been painted. Pete Lepisto
installed LED bulbs in the narthex, and the
lock on the door leading into the sacristy has
been repaired so the door will again open.
December plans include replacing the carpet
in the hallway and sacristy. Early in 2017, the
first project on the agenda will be to repair
the signs in front of the church and on the
corner.
Thanks again to those who help on workdays. Everyone who volunteers makes an
improvement in our grounds and facility,
and your effort is truly appreciated.
Jerry Hooton

Patience if you have dropped off the Congregational
email list, someone deleted this distribution from my
computer. So just email me if you are not being included, email the office at office@zlcstockton.org. with
your correct email address and you will be included in
all future correspondence.
.
Thanks Again Genevieve
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The 2017 Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival
For the 16th year the Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival presents classical and contemporary music in an intimate European-like setting with excellent acoustics, under the leadership of Music Director and Conductor Paul Kimball. The
festival runs Jan. 15-27 at Zion Lutheran Church, corner of Gettysburg and Porter, just three blocks south of Lincoln
Center in Stockton and features a 24-piece, professional chamber orchestra, the only one of its kind in the Central Valley and a 60-voice pops choir.
Zion Chamber Orchestra will offer two concerts at 5 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 15 and Jan. 22 and perform works by Ravel,
Holst, Copland, Albinoni and Respighi. In addition, Music Director Kimball has also programmed two premiere works,
“Stockton Tapestry” by Elizabeth Sanders and a Lutheran-themed overture by Rhondda Nunes.
Special festival guest soloists include cellist Erik Urbina in Schuman’s Cello Concerto and pianist Sonia Leong in Mozart’s Piano Concerto in F. The Zion Pops Choir will be heard at 7:30 p.m., Friday, Jan. 27 during “An Evening with
George and Ira Gershwin” accompanied by a jazz trio that includes Tom Coyon, piano; Kiah Cornelious, bass and
Dave Tull, drummer, who tours nationally with super star singer Barbra Streisand.
“This unique festival highlights both chamber orchestra and pops choir,” Kimball said. “There is no other venue in the
Central Valley to offer this type of music. It is something I am very proud to be a part.” Ticket prices have remained
the same over the years: $20 per concert or $45 for the three-concert package.
Tickets may be purchased at Mr. C’s Music on Pacific Avenue and the Zion Church office between 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday-Thursday, or online with Pay Pal at www.zlcstockton.org. Any remaining seats go on sale at the door 30 minutes
before the concert.
Information: (209) 477-0259.
WORSHIP AND MUSIC
Meet your new Worship and Music Team, beginning of course with Pastor Ryan and Rhondda Nunes. Other
members include Lynne Terry (chairperson,) Tom Rasmussen, Dee Pulver (altar guild,) and Peggy Schultz (lay assistants
and ushers.)
We meet monthly to plan services for the seasons ahead, and are already discussing Lent. The committee
decorates the sanctuary, while altar guild sets up and cleans up for communion at each service, as well as changing the colored altar paraments. Lay assistants, communion assistants and ushers are the folks you see each week helping with the service.
We are always looking for people to help, either on a regular basis or maybe just once in a while. Short training
sessions are planned for some of the different jobs and you would be working with a “veteran” if you are interested in
becoming involved.
Please speak to anyone on the team if you have suggestions or questions. We’d love to hear you ask “How can I
help?”
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The 2016 Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival
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Calendar
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm
Sunday Worship 10:am
P.O.O. Worship time Sundays 12-4

Installation Service for Pastor Ryan at Zion Lutheran Church, January 8, 2pm.
Assisting Minister Meeting January 29 @ 11:20 am in Sanctuary.
Chamber Concerts January 15-22-27.

*CHURCH COUNCIL

11President

Bill Crawford
649-2524
Billc@bigvalleyinsurance.com

Vice President
Vaness Kuhlmann
473-3001
msvck@comcast.net

Treasurer
Tom Rasmussen
477-3265
Trasmuss@aol.com

Secretary
Dianne Hooton
476-9022
spearhooton@yahoo.com

At Large
Jan Stuber
292-5570
janstu52@yahoo.com
Gary McKnight
594-1280
Norm Randolph
474-0899
nrandolph@tfamail.com
*The Executive Committee of
the Church Council consists
of the President,
Vice-President,
Secretary and Treasurer.
BOARD OF MINISTRIES

Buildings & Grounds
Jerry Hooton
Buildings & Grounds
zionbldg@gmail.com

Fellowship
Doreen Spohn
Doreen.Spohn@gmail.com

Serving This Month
January

1

Assisting Minister…….…........Tom Rasmussen
Communion Assistant................Jane Rasmussen
Communion Assistant………...…Judi Renberg
Ushers……………………....…Gary McKnight
Ushers………………………...…..John Sefried

January

8

Assisting Minister…….…..........Peggy Schultz
Communion Assistant…………..Tim Schultz
Communion Assistant……...…...Sharyn Carr
Communion Assistant………...…....Bob Carr
Ushers…………………….……..Bill Werner
Ushers……………………........Elaine Werner

January

1/3 Cynthia Guest
1/4 Linda Lundgren
1/9 Faith Beck
1/15 Andrew Schultz
1/16 Lani Leberman
1/30 Karen Cayuela

15

Assisting Minister……..……..….Bill Crawford
Communion Assistant……….ConnieCrawford
Communion Assistant……......…...Greg Rohlf
Communion Assistant……….Gesine Gerhard
Ushers……………………......Gary McKnight
Ushers…………………...…..Norm Randolph

January

Happy Birthday to:

Happy Anniversary to:
1/1 George & Elaine Schilling
1/29 Jodi & Javiar Landa

22

Assisting Minister……..….....….Chris DeRoos
Communion Assistant…...........Brenda DeRoos
Communion Assistant……..Vaness Kuhlmann
Communion Assistant…...….LaVerne Gondry
Ushers…………………......Charles Leberman
Ushers…………………..………….Bob Carr

Youth
Ana Landa
Ana.landa88@gmail.com

? Mission & Outreach
Stewardship
Jim Dyke
jrdemd@sbcglobal.net

Education
Jodi Landa
jandjlanda@gmail.com

January

29

Assisting Minister……..……...…...Greg Rohlf
Communion Assistant…...........Gesine Gerhard
Communion Assistant……….…Peggy Schultz
Communion Assistant……...…...Bill Crawford
Ushers……………………….....
Ushers…………………………..

Ministries of Zion Leaders

Music & Worship
Lynne Terry
danlyn.terry@comcast.net

Communications &
Ministry Board Team Leader
Chris DeRoos

Altar Guild Helpers
JANUARY

Setup
Jodi Landa
Ana Landa

Cleanup
Cynthia Guest
Sally McKnight

Paraments
Lynne Terry
Dan Terry

Wanted!!!
Someone to demonstrate the use of a
telescope, to the children on Wednesday
Afternoon. We have a Vivitar 75X150X telescope. Contact Vaness Kuhlmann

Altar Guild- Lynne Terry
Celebrate Ministry- Lani Leberman
Ushers–
Prime Timers- Tom Rasmussen
Esther Circle–
Communications Women’s Bible Study- Vaness Kuhlmann
Men’s FellowshipExplorer’s Club– Stephanie Hensley
We Care - LaVerne Gondry
Prayer Group - Judi Renberg
Grief Ministry - Nancy Turnrose
For the Sake of Art— Chris DeRoos
Choir—Rhonnda Nunes
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W E’ RE ON THE WEB!
ZION’S STAFF
Pastor-Ryan Eikenbary
pastor@zlcstockton.org
Music Director
Rhondda Nunes
music@zlcstockton.org

Office Administrator
Genevieve Galli
office@zlcstockton.org
Custodian-Mandy Bolt
Custodian-Tui Saina

Stay Connected!
Become a Facebook fan!
Updates, daily discussions,
photos & fun!

