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Zion Lutheran Church Monthly Newsletter  The Spirit of Zion 
December 2016 

 

Christmas Services 
            Saturday December 24, 530   pm  

Saturday December 24, 10:00 pm 
Saturday December 25, 10:00 am 
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Welcome Ryan Eikenbary  

 Ryan Eikenbary’s Dates for Adult Education – 
November 27 

December 4, 11, 18 (not on 25)  
January 1 

 
                                             Topic will be : The Apostles' Creed  
It is the most used of the  creeds in the worship of western Christians. In our Adult Education time 
over Advent and Christmas we will look at this ancient confession. Time will be focused on 
the Creeds origin/development, its theology, and why it has continued relevance for the Church 
today. 

Grace and peace to you all, 
 
I write this first letter for the ZLC Newsletter filled with so much hope and 
excitement as we begin our journey together. I trust that God is at work 
having a rich plan for our future ministry together and I can think of no 
better time to begin our journey than in the season of Advent! 
 
Advent, the season in which we are reminded again and again that Jesus is 
coming and as such we have been given the unique mission to be Jesus for 
the world around us; our family, our friends, and our neighbors. 
 
Advent, a season in which we are reminded of our calling to be different 
from the world around us, following the way of the cross, humbly loving 
and serving God and others above ourselves. 
 
Advent, a season in which, just like the angels that heralded Jesus to Mary, 
Joseph, and the shepherds so long ago, we are called to proclaim that God 
is with us. 
 
Advent, a season in which we pray, "Come Lord Jesus, Come!" 
 
 Peace, 
 Pastor Ryan 
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From Music Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach advent we see the changing season around us which we welcome. Rain brings forth green growth and 
life even as animals prepare for hibernation; and the social hustle and bustle of the holidays is almost upon us.  Let us at 
Zion Lutheran offer both respite and joy as the season heralds forth, with our musical offerings which we would love to 
share with you as our Christmas gift to you! 
 
Our services in advent will have special musicians visiting us to enhance our Sunday services that we will be pleased to 
welcome; Tiffany Fajardo, oboe; Al Mannon, trumpert and Steve Douville, drums. Ms. Fajardo is a student at the Uni-
versity of Pacific Conservatory of music majoring in Music Therapy. Al Mannon, trumpet; will also be joining us; many 
of you may know Mr. Mannon  from his work leading the Swingaires, one of Stockton's most well-known swing bands. 
The Swingaires are a Stockton  "Music in the Park" staple looked forward to every summer and we're pleased to have 
Mr. Mannon join us in services this advent season. Rounding out our musicians will be the wonderful Steve Douville on 
drums, one of the most versatile drummers in Stockton. 
 
On December 10th we will be having our Christmas concert "Jesus is the light of the world" at 4pm in the afternoon. 
All are invited and we'd love to see you! The concert will feature some lovely choral music and some splendid guest  
musicians including Matthew Verona on harp, Erik Alvarez Urbina on cello in addition to Kay Nicholas on piano, Steve 
Douville on drums and Tiffany Fajardo and Al Mannon as well. The concert music is designed to offer beauty, warmth 
and solace in the bustle of the season and we  welcome you to our performance. 
 
In addition the Zion Lutheran chamber series is upcoming and I have a message from the Maestro Paul Kimball in re-
gards to those who would like to participate in the Zion Pops choir concert. Here's the information for those that are 
interested: 
 
"Our theme this year is An Evening of George and Ira Gershwin. Tom Coyan will be our pianist along with Kiah Cor-
nelious on bass and Dave Tull on drums. Mr. Tull toured for years as Chuck Mangione’s drummer, recorded with  
Michael Buble and has recently toured nationally with Barbra Streisand. I will be your conductor. 
If you are interested in singing, send me your name and your voice part. Facebook or PKSTJohns@aol.com will work. 
Feel free to send this letter to any good singers that may want to sing. Let me know your voice part. (soprano etc.)You 
will be responsible for purchasing your own music. Call Pepper Music at 1-800-345-6296 – to order by phone. The total 
cost including shipping is about $9.00 plus shipping!!!!!!! 
 
Cheers! Paul Kimball 
 
 
Your  Music Director Rhondda Nunes 
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Explorers Club 

Explorer’s Club: 
What a fabulous semester we had with the kids! Our Music Director, Rhondda Nunes did a wonderful job, as always, 
teaching the kids how to play different musical instruments, singing songs, and even getting them involved with mak-
ing some new drums.  Thanks to Pastor Rick, the kids enjoyed learning about the planets in our solar system as well as 
a bit of geology.  Our arts and crafts classes with Jane Rasmussen and Sharyn Carr got the kids involved with making 
art using the falling leaves, making beautiful kites, and other awesome (and clever) crafts projects.   
 

Trunk or Treat was a brilliant success and we enjoyed so many neighborhood and Explorer’s Club kids dressed up in 
their amazing costumes. On November 9th, we enjoyed a visit from to founder of the Rwanda Lutheran School our 
synod supports.  Robin Strickler taught the kids some cultural music and even some words in their native  
language.  The kids did an excellent job making greeting cards to send home with Robin to give to her students.  Fel-
lowship make an excellent beef stew in the spirit of Rwanda. 
 

We had a fantastic community Thanksgiving Dinner on November 16, graciously put on by our Fellowship  
Ministry.  We all left with happy and full tummies!  Everyone is excited about the Christmas Pageant this coming  
December 7th  at 6pm, so we can enjoy the talents of our neighborhood thespians as they put on their costumes and 
entertain us.  If you are free that night, we welcome one and all to come and be a part of this fun night. It has been my 
pleasure to help run this amazing program, and I avidly look forward to another successful semester.  If you have kids, 
or know of any kids who would enjoy some fun every Wednesday night, please join us at our Welcome Night on 
 January 4th from 5pm to 6pm. 
  
Thank you to all our Volunteers and of course our amazing Fellowship Ministry who all pull together to make the  

Explorer’s Club possible.  Here are some pictures of our various projects.        Stephanie Hensley  
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For the Sake of  Art/Communication 

     Change is good… 
Ever hear the old saying that “Change is good”? I personally never really thought much about the meaning of 
that saying until recently. Change is all around us lately: In our political leadership, in our society and culture 
and even in our own congregation, which is going through a change of sorts right now as we transition from 
an interim pastor to a permanent one. However, we are also going to see changes in other ways as people step 
up to take charge of tasks and leadership roles within our church. 
 
I myself will be taking the lead of the Communications ministry, on top of already leading our ‘For The Sake 
of Art (FTSOA) Ministry. Stephanie Hensley has already taken the lead of the Explorer’s Club Ministry, and 
Peggy Schultz will be heading up arranging for volunteers for Communion Assistants and Ushers for our 
 services. 
 
Change can be scary (as I can attest to), and it is not always easy to deal with. I believe it is what one can bring 
to the tasks before them that can make the change be for the better. We are all good at some things…and 
maybe not so good at others. For instance, a lot of people know that I draw pictures pretty well, but I have 
absolutely no sense for music or singing (I enjoy listening to it, but I sound like a dying animal if I sing, and we 
will leave it at that). 
 
My point is this: Everyone has skills they can share. God works through each and every one of us, and has 
given each of us abilities that can make good changes, not just in our own lives, but in other’s lives as well.  
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It’s time again…. 

Annual Cookie  Exchange/Sale  

December 18th  

immediately following 

Sunday morning worship. 

Bring your favorite Christmas  

Cookies or just come and  

buy some for your  

Christmas gatherings. 

Cookies will be sold by the pound  

with proceeds going to  

the general fund. 

Who can resist a sugar cookie 

 cut into the shape of a snowman  

covered with icing?  

December 18th  

          Cross Generational Family Advent Night   

                        December 4th, 7:00 pm  

Each family will have the chance to be creative in decorating an 
Advent Wreath or Yule Log. You will be able to learn the His-
tory of the Advent Wreath. Popcorn, cookie and hot chocolate 
will be served. We're hoping to be able to have a fire in the fire-

Food Drive - Nov 20 to December 18  

"FOOD DRIVE to benefit the Stockton Emergency Food Bank. 
Please bring non-perishable items on Sundays from November 20 
through December 18. Watch for a basket up front in the chancel 
area." 

 

Thanks - LT 

                 Explorers Christmas Program 
December 7, 2016 6pm 

You are invited to the Explorers Club presentation of the 

Christmas Story. It will be presented in the Sanctuary. 
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Fellowship  

   Buildings and Grounds: 
    The 2nd Saturday of each month, from about 
8:30 to 10:30 or so, will be a work day around 
the church  premises. Just like at home things 
need to be attended to. Bring some tools for 
whatever you would like to do.   Coffee, pas-
tries, and good fellowship, etc. will be provided. 
Jerry Hooton  

 

 

 
Amy Spohn’s Baby Shower 
 
Come one, come all to the baby shower celebrating Amy Spohn! It will take place 20 minutes after the 
church service on Sunday, December 11, in the Fireside Room. Refreshments will be served, and good 
times will abound! 
 
Amy is registered at BABIES R US at Trinity Parkway Mall on 8 Mile Road west of I-5. The registry num-
ber is 58509227. With expenses for the holidays upon us all, consider getting together with friends to pur-
chase a gift. Yet, do not feel you must get a present there. Things as simple (and necessary!) as disposable 
diapers are a very appropriate and appreciated gift. 
 
Please leave a message with Karen and Joanne Olson at 477-8259 if you hope to attend. I do not need an 
exact number, but having an estimate will make planning much easier. Last minute arrivals are definitely 
welcome to join the festivities, too! 
 
Dianne Hooton  Building & Grounds Report: 

 
Repairs and improvements have taken place 
this past month. The walls of the hallway in 
the educational wing, sacristy and the exte-
rior doors have been painted. Pete Lepisto 
installed LED bulbs in the narthex, and the 
lock on the door leading into the sacristy has 
been repaired so the door will again open. 
 
December plans include replacing the carpet 
in the hallway and sacristy. Early in 2017, the 
first project on the agenda will be to repair 
the signs in front of the church and on the 
corner. 
 
Thanks again to those who help on work-
days. Everyone who volunteers makes an 
improvement in our grounds and facility, 
and your effort is truly appreciated. 
Jerry Hooton If  you have not been receiving the congregational 

emails and would like to. Please email the office at  
office@zlcstockton.org.  with  your correct email address 
and you will be included in all future correspondence.    
 Also Thanks to everyone who submitted an article 
this month, I had a great response.     
Thanks  Again Genevieve 
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  The 2017 Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival 

The 2017 Zion Chamber Orchestra Festival (formerly Saint John’s) is a three concert series filled with engaging orches-
tral classical music performed by professional musicians. In addition we have a highly entertaining and expressive Pops 
Choir.  
 
This all takes place at Zion Lutheran Church in Stockton with its intimate setting and superb acoustics. 
The address is 808 Porter Ave. Corner of Porter and Gettysburg, 3 blocks south of Lincoln Center . 
Tickets can be purchased at Mr. C’s Music in Stockton or by visiting our website:  http://zlcstockton.org/zion cham-
ber-music-festival/ Or you can purchase them in the Church office Monday through Thursday 8-1.  
$20 for Individual Concerts, $45 for a 3 concert package 
 
Concert  #1 
Intimate Strings  
Sun. Jan. 15th,  5:00 p.m. 
Copland      Red Pony Suite 
Albinoni      Adagio in G Minor for Strings and Organ 
Schuman    Cello Concerto – Erik Urbina - Soloist 
Ravel          Trois Chansons 
 Holst          Saint Paul's Suite 
 Copland     Hoe Down 
 
Concert #2 
Evocative Sounds  
Sun., Jan. 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Rhondda Nunes  A Lutheran themed Overture 
Mozart      Piano Concerto in F  -Sonia Leong - Soloist 
Respighi    The Birds 
Elizabeth Sanders    Stockton Tapestry 
An original composition featuring unusual instruments in the style of various Stockton cultures. 
 
Concert #3 
Zion Pops Choir  
Fri. Jan. 27 - 7:30 p.m. 
An Evening of George and Ira Gershwin performed by some of Stockton’s finest vocalists. 
Tom Coyan – Piano 
Kiah Cornelious – Bass 
And 
Dave Tull – Drums 
Mr. Tull recently toured nationally with Barbra Streisand as her "personal" percussionist.. 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
If you would like to share a Poinsettia plant with the congregation for the Christmas season, you may do so by filling out the form below and 

placing it in the offering plate during Sunday Worship Service or by dropping it off at the church office.  

To cover the cost of purchasing each plant you order, the suggested donation is $10.00. Your  donation may be paid by cash or check. Please 

place your donation in an offering envelope and mark the outside of the envelope “Poinsettia”.  

The plant may be given in memory of your deceased loved ones or in honor of someone living. You may pick up your plant at the  

conclusion of the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service. 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December  4th, 2016 

————————————–Poinsettia Order Form—————————— 

Name            

In Memory of           

         ____________ 

Honoring           

            

Number of plants________________ X $10.00          Total enclosed____________________ 

“Storm of Peace” 

 

     On November 5, we had a wonderful musical event at Zion: “Storm of Peace – Moving through the Middle”, 
presented by Rachel McGehee and Holly Andersen, along with 26 singers, musicians, and dancers. Participants 
were from Zion Lutheran, St. Andrews Lutheran, and Stockton Covenant Churches.  
 
    The musical evening was about “moving through the middle points of our lives: the times, situations, and rela-
tionships that, no longer new, have become complicated, overwhelming, and messy. The times and situations that 
are painful to experience, heartbreaking to watch, and difficult to share; times when it is easier to look the other 
way , pretend there is not a problem, or ignore the pain of others and ourselves”.  It was a very wonderful eve-
ning.  
 
     A note from Rachel and Holly: 
   Thank you, Zion Lutheran staff and congregation, for your willingness and desire to work with individuals in 
the Stockton community to bring messages of hope and light to our city. We so appreciate your working with us 
these past two concerts. May God bless and keep you all. 
Thank you so much, Holly and Rachel.  Nov. 2016 
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       Calendar 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 8-1 pm   

Sunday Worship 10:am   

  One Year since we lost our Beloved Wes Bolt  
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12/6   John Sefried 
12/8   Joanne Olsen 
12/9   Lorine Sanford 
12/12  Majorie Hermance 
12/12  Anne King 
12/15  Frank Whitney 
12/15  Christian Hagan 
12/19  Jean Ragolio 
12/21  Marcia Sizemore 
12/22  Nancy Turnrose    
12/24  Traci Carr 
12/27   Tom Rasmussen 
12/29  Jodi Landa 
12/30  Justine Bolt 
12/31  Arthur Kinney 
 

Serving This Month 

 

*CHURCH  COUNCIL 

President 
Bill Crawford 
649-2524 

Billc@bigvalleyinsurance.com 
Vice President 

Vaness Kuhlmann 
473-3001 

msvck@comcast.net 
Treasurer 

Tom Rasmussen 
477-3265 

Trasmuss@aol.com 
Secretary  

Dianne Hooton 
476-9022 

spearhooton@yahoo.com 
At Large 
Jan Stuber 
292-5570 

janstu52@yahoo.com 
Gary McKnight 

594-1280 
Norm  Randolph 

474-0899 
nrandolph@tfamail.com 

 
*The Executive Committee of 
the Church Council consists 

of the President,  
Vice-President,  

Secretary and Treasurer.  
 

BOARD OF MINISTRIES 

Buildings & Grounds 
Jerry Hooton 

Buildings & Grounds 
zionbldg@gmail.com 

 

Fellowship 
Doreen Spohn 

Doreen.Spohn@gmail.com 
Youth 

Ana Landa  
Ana.landa88@gmail.com 

 

? Mission & Outreach 
 

Stewardship 
Jim Dyke 

jrdemd@sbcglobal.net 
 

Education 
Jodi Landa 

jandjlanda@gmail.com 
 

Music & Worship 
Lynne Terry 

danlyn.terry@comcast.net 
 

Communications & 
Ministry Board Team Leader 

Chris DeRoos 

Ministries of Zion Leaders 

Altar Guild-  Lynne Terry   
Celebrate Ministry- Lani Leberman 
Ushers–  
Prime Timers- Tom Rasmussen   
Esther Circle–  
Communications -  
Women’s Bible Study- Vaness Kuhlmann        
Men’s Fellowship-  
Explorer’s Club– Stephanie Hensley 
We Care - LaVerne Gondry 
Prayer Group -  Judi Renberg 
Grief Ministry - Nancy Turnrose 
For the Sake of Art— Chris DeRoos 
Choir—Rhonnda Nunes 
 

        

 
 
 
12/15 Bill & Elaine Werner 
12/19 Tom & Jane Rasmussen 
12/19 Ron & Doreen Spohn 
12/19 Martin & Karen Messersmith 
12/30 Greg & Gesine Rohlf 
12/31  George & Elaine Schilling 

December                               4 
Assisting Minister…….…..…….......Dan Terry 
Communion Assistant......................Lynne Terry 
Communion Assistant……….…....John Pulver 
Communion Assistant…………......Dee Pulver 
Ushers……………………..……..Tim Schultz 
Ushers……………………..…...Peggy Schultz 

December       11 
Assisting Minister…….…........Tom Rasmussen 
Communion Assistant……...Vaness Kuhlmann 
Communion Assistant……...…averne Gondry 
Communion Assistant……….Jane Rasmussen 
Ushers………………………...….Pete Lepisto 
Ushers…………………….............John Sefried 

December                              18 
Assisting Minister……..………….Bill Crawford 
Communion Assistant…….….Connie Crawford 
Communion Assistant……...…....…..Jan Stuber  
Communion Assistant………..…..Judi Renberg 
Ushers………………………......Tom Turnrose 
Ushers…………………...….…Nancy Turnrose 

 
Altar Guild Helpers 

December  
Setup 

Joyce Morken 

Judi Renberg 

Cleanup 
Beverly Randolph 

Norm Randolph 

Paraments  
Lynne Terry 

    Happy Birthday  to: 

Happy Anniversary to: 

December      5:30 pm       24 
Assisting Minister……..……..….Peggy Schultz 
Communion Assistant…..................Tim Schultz 
Communion Assistant……...… 
Communion Assistant………. 
Ushers………………………..... 
Ushers……………………………... 

December        10pm               24 
Assisting Minister……..……...Dianne Hooton 
Communion Assistant….............. 
Communion Assistant……...… 
Communion Assistant………. 
Ushers……………………….....Jerry Hooton  
Ushers…………………………..Dirk Hooton 

December       10 am                 25 
Assisting Minister……..……...….Judi Renberg 
Communion Assistant….............. 
Communion Assistant……...… 
Communion Assistant………. 
Ushers………………………..... 

December                                         27 
Assisting Minister……..……...Vaness Kuhlmann 
Communion Assistant….............. 
Communion Assistant……...… 
Communion Assistant………. 
Ushers………………………..... 
Ushers……………………………... 
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ZION’S STAFF 

 

Pastor-Ryan Eikenbary 

pastor@zlcstockton.org 

 

Music Director 

Rhondda Nunes 

music@zlcstockton.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Genevieve Galli 

office@zlcstockton.org 

Custodian-Mandy Bolt 

Custodian-Tui Saina 
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Stay Connected! 

Become a Facebook fan!  

Updates, daily discussions,  

photos & fun! 

December 2016 

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

808 W. Porter Ave. 

Stockton, CA 95207 

209-477-0259 

Fax 209-477-0407 

office@zlcstockton.org 

Office Hours: Mon– Thurs 8am-1pm 

www.zlcstockton.org 


