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. Well, we wanted some summer warmth, so now we got it.

Many of us are doing some traveling now, enjoying some family gatherings. School has been out a few weeks
now. (for many or most of us school has been out for decades ), but real “school” is a life long experience.
We must always keep learning, trying and studying new things, enduring personal challenges, meeting new
people, enjoying our friends and families.

Recall, in the past how we enjoyed those hand-written letters that came in the mail? Maybe from an aunt, a
dear friend, or family member serving overseas? The penmanship was great, it was on stationary, and it took
guite a while to write the letter, and we appreciated that effort. Now that was “the good old days” when people
communicated in a more thoughtful manner, at least that's the way | see it. Our moms would always remind
us to “be sure and send a thank you note”. There is hothing more thoughtful than a hand written thank you
note.

If each of us were allowed one more chance and final opportunity to send a thank you note, to whom would it
be sent? It might be hard to choose wouldn't it? During our lives many of our friends come and go, families
change, our jobs and circumstances also change, various people were and are very important to us, we relo-
cate, and life is not very predictable. But it sure is interesting. If we think about it, the only really and truly con-
stant companion has been Gods presence. He is always with us, no matter what our situation or predicament.
Many times we can really feel alone, but God is always at our side, when we sleep and when we wake.
Sometimes God probably scratches his head and wonders what the heck we are doing. | think my final thank
you note would be to God for His constant and dependable presence in my life, for giving me my family and
my friends, and for opening my eyes to find a place to worship like Zion Lutheran, and mostly for giving us his
son Jesus Christ to light our way.

Being a follower of Jesus Christ, i.e. a Christian, means we are on “active-duty”, there are no “reserves”, or
“retired” classifications. By our baptism we put on the mark and the cloth of Christ, serving others, putting our-
selves second, being a friend, being an active disciple, each of us as our capabilities allow. It's the same way
here at Zion, only active-duty, each as we are able, and it's not limited to Sundays.

Have you been baptized ? Sometimes our life circumstances caused this to be overlooked. No matter your
age or situation, you will not regret stepping forward, now, to do this. See Pastor Cheryl. It will be a life fulfill-
ing event for you. Also, how about becoming a member, has that been overlooked? Again, see Pastor Cheryl.

Our church council is dutifully handling the affairs of our church.. Our income has been on the light side re-
flecting our economy, although we are controlling our expenses to match income. We continue our monthly
benevolence to the Stockton Shelter for the Homeless, they are doing a great job. The “Book Worm” reading
program for young children has been doing great, and thanks to those adults readers who participated..

Have a good and safe summer with family and friends...but we are not excused from coming to church on

Sunday, unless you have a hand-written note, in ink, written on proper stationary, addressed “to whom it may
concern” just like your mom would write...(or your friend forged). Let’s get that attendance number up !

Tom Rasmussen - Council President
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WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY AND BREAKFAST

You are invited to join the women for Bible Study and Breakfast every
Thursday morning at Carrows on March Lane at 7:00 a.m.

The schedule for the summer is:

June 30—Upcoming Gospel reading (Luke 10:1-11, 16-20)

July 8—Upcoming Gospel reading (Luke 10:25-37)

July 15—Beginning the Book Study: “Five People You Will Meet in Heaven”
July 22—Continue the Book Study: “Five People You Will Meet in Heaven”
July 29—Continue the Book Study: “Five People You Will Meet in Heaven”
August 5—Upcoming Gospel reading (Luke 12:13-21)

August 12—Upcoming Gospel reading—Mary, Mother of Our Lord (Luke 1:46-55)
August 19—Continue Book Study: “Five People You Will Meet in Heaven”
August 26—Conclude Book Study: “Five People You Will Meet in Heaven”
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